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“CONNECTING WITH THE LORD, ONE ANOTHER AND THE 
COMMUNITY” 
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Restore our fortunes, 
LORD,  like streams in 

 the Negev.  Those  
who sow with  

tears will reap with  
songs of joy.   Those 
 who go out weeping, 

    carrying seed to sow, 
will return with songs of  

joy, carrying sheaves with 
them. 

 
(Psalm 126: 4-6)  
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Tower Repair Fund 
 

 

Total amount received  

to date 

 is  

£130,832.97 

Sunday, 6th September 2020 - 13th Sunday after Trinity 

11.30 am 

 

Morning Worship 

“Biblical themes for these times” (1) 

Sunday, 13th September 2020 - 14th Sunday after Trinity 

11.30 am 

 

Morning Worship 

“Biblical themes for these times” (2) 

Sunday, 20th September 2020 - 15th Sunday after Trinity 

11.30 am 

 

All Age Worship 

Speaker:  Victoria Jackson from the CLB 

Sunday,  27th September 2020 - 16th Sunday after Trinity 

11.30 am 
 

4.00 pm 

Holy Communion 

“Biblical themes for these times” (3) 

Possible Drive-In Service with a Harvest theme 

Sunday,  4th October 2020 - 17th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30 am 

11.30 am 

Holy Communion 

Morning Worship for Harvest 

Sunday,  11th October 2020 - 18th Sunday after Trinity 

11.30 am Morning Worship 

Worship for September/October 
2020 at 11.30 am 
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Worship 
We returned to “in church” worship on 
Sunday 2nd August after 19 Sundays without 
a service in the church. It was good to see 
around 50 people attending. We were unsure 
how many would attend considering many 
are fearful. It was good to see people, hear 
their voices and see people connected socially 
distanced. We manoeuvred 4 months of 
online services and devotionals from 

lockdown and adjusted quickly as we sought to connect parishioners in 
worship. Thank you to all the parishioners who took part in our services as 
this kept us connected. The parish acknowledges with deep gratitude the 
work of our curate Derek in editing the Sunday services and devotionals. 
We are blessed that now we have a wider audience on a Sunday through 
those who attend, watch the livestream or watch it later and listen on the 
telephone service by dialling 028 9227 0130. 
 
How we manoeuvre the coming months with worship will be interesting to 
say the least as maybe more feel confident about coming out on Sunday 
morning as we still social distance, wear masks, sanitise our hands and 
maybe adjust with new regulations. The issue of singing is still a challenge 
but with prerecorded material and possibly a soloist singing, we will 
endeavour to be creative in worship. We hope to have a service for 
families on the 20th September with Victoria Jackson from the CLB 
speaking  and Sunday School prizes will he distributed outside the hall 
from around 12.20 pm. We will have Holy Communion on the 27th 
September at 11.30 am. This will help gauge what can be achieved as we 
plan the autumn worship. We plan to have our Harvest Thanksgiving 
Services on Sunday 4th October with a service of Holy Communion at 
8.30am and then a Service at 11.30 am in Church and on livestream. The 
annual Harvest envelopes are also included to support as in previous years 
the Lisburn Foodbank (25%), Luwero diocese training of clergy (25%) and 
the remainder to local and global charities and mission agencies. 
 
The development of welcome and cleaning teams are essential to create a 
safe environment for parishioners to worship in the church. We assess each 
week what is needed, because if there are no funerals, weddings or 
baptisms, the church is not cleaned as the guidelines indicate a 3 day 
period before the next service. However, if we have something like a 
funeral on a Friday, the church will be cleaned after it. If we were to 
consider two morning services because we can’t fit everyone in, we would 
look at timings or maybe an evening service. We need people to be ready 

 

Rector’s 

Corner 
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to help to clean, welcome and with technology. Please contact the Parish 
Office or myself if you would like to help. Pray for wisdom to facilitate 
our worship. 
 
We are holding a Prayer Gathering on Wednesday 2nd September at 
7.30pm in the church as we catch up with each other, study God’s Word, 
pray together and pray for our parish, community and the needs in our 
nation. We will sit socially distanced but join in fellowship. 
 
The regular pattern of reading God’s word has been central to many 
people’s lives in lockdown and has been a great source of blessing and 
encouragement. We will continue to print the daily lectionary readings as 
well as pointing to other resources to deepen our relationship with God. 
 
Pastoral 
During lockdown, there were the phone calls, texts, messages, letters, 
emails, connections through what’s App and Facebook to keep in touch 
with people. In some ways we were better connected as people could 
connect through the online service or phone service. Now we are back in 
church we have a wider audience and it has been good to see and interact 
with each other but socially distanced. 
 
As clergy, we have supported around 30 families who have been bereaved 
since the middle of March, alongside those who have been through 
surgery, treatment and personal crises. This has been a difficult time for 
those families and they have shown such dignity and grace with all the 
restrictions on numbers at the graveside initially and then as we were 
allowed to use funeral homes. As we can now hold funeral services in the 
church, the numbers are limited to 60 to allow for social distancing. We 
are also communicating with a number of families about baptisms as these 
will take place on a Wednesday afternoon or evening. We will have two 
weddings in our church in October. Both weddings and baptisms will have 
numbers dependent on social distancing. 
 
During July we had our first staff meeting together in person and began 
slowly making some visits to parishioners at their door as well as inside if 
the weather was inclement or the situation was sensitive. Visiting in 
nursing homes and hospitals will be managed as we work with staff and 
families. The days of doing 10 calls in a day in people’s homes, nursing 
homes and hospital calls is over. We will have to prioritise and the use of 
phone calls will continue. In making contact with people we must observe 
social distancing and respect the person we are calling with and their 
requirements. Masks will be worn by staff, if required, when visiting 
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people. At the moment we are practicing 3 visits per staff member on any 
one day. 
 
I have sensed again the heart of people to care and love each other and this 
must continue to be our heartbeat. We saw this in the lives of Timothy and 
Epaphroditus in Philippians chapter 2 as they cared for Paul and the 
believers in Philippi. We met as pastoral visitors on Tuesday 11th August 
to explore what they have experienced during lockdown for themselves 
and in caring for parishioners they couldn’t see or visit. We are wondering 
about a telephone pastoral care scheme for those isolated, lonely or 
bereaved. The person should contact the Parish Office if they would like 
someone to call with them on the phone as well as the clergy team either 
calling or phoning. 
 
However, any parishioner who wants to speak to a member of the clergy 
team can contact us. We believe listening is going to be key to keeping 
connected.  
 
Listening and Living 
As we move out of lockdown and take stock of what has happened, I feel 
we could just step back in familiar rhythms but I would like to allow 
parishioners an opportunity to listen to God, to themselves and each other. 
I am delighted that the Rev Pat Mollan will facilitate a 2 session 
programme for parishioners to share what they have been experiencing in 
lockdown, what place faith has played, support one another and feel 
listened to.  
 
We plan the following dates and times: 
 

Tuesday 22nd September at 3.00 pm and 7.15 pm 
Tuesday 6th October at 3.00 pm and 7.15 pm. 

 
With current restrictions, we are limiting each session to 30 people in the 
main hall and we would ask that you book with the Parish Office by 
Monday 21st September at 11.00 am. 
 
The second date will build on the first session and we encourage you to 
attend both dates. 
 
During September, the staff will explore at our morning services what 
these times have meant to them and parishioners. We hope to hold a 
follow up on Zoom on the evening of Sunday 13th and 27th at 7.30 pm to 
reflect on these themes, encourage one another and be prayerful. We 
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handed out sheets in August that looked at “losses and gains” and we 
encourage parishioners to take time to reflect on this and return the forms 
to help us all reflect on these times but keeping faith and hope to the fore. 
 

Parish Organisations 
Normally September is a new rhythm of parish life but this year parish 
groups will take baby steps to resume. Each group will explore the ways 
they will get together. Pray for our leaders for that wisdom. The hall will 
be a safe place and all organisations will need to have in place procedures  
for everyone’s safety. The Select Vestry will be assisted by our sexton 
Neil and Iris in the Parish Office in maintaining a safe environment.  
 

We joined with Lisburn Cathedral and St Columba’s Derryvolgie for our 
Kids’ Bible Club based on the story of Noah, “Cabin Fever”. This was 
produced by our Diocesan Children’s Development officer, Jill Hamilton 
and a large team of adults and children who supplied the recorded items. 
The children joined on Zoom for discussion in the morning or evening. A 
new development and as we manoeuvre children’s ministry in the autumn, 
more sharing of material and resources will be essential. 
 

Community 
The presence of the Lisburn Foodbank has been such a witness to the 
kingdom and the unity of the church during lockdown as at its peak, 400 
parcels were given out each week. New partnerships in the community 
were formed with individuals, groups and the city council.  
 

As we move out of lockdown and see the financial strain taking shape in 
the lives of people, the work of Christians Against Poverty in our city and 
community will also be crucial. If anyone needs assistance, contact the 
Foodbank or CAP directly. 
 

Consecration of Bishop George Davison 
This is Thursday 3rd September at 4.00 pm in St Patrick’s Cathedral 
Armagh. We believe there will be a livestream of the service. Please 
remember George and his wife Nadine and their family at this special time 
in their lives and as George becomes our Bishop. 
 

We also pray for those preparing for ordination on Sunday 13th and 20th 
September to serve as deacon interns as well as for the Ordained Local 
Ministry in our Diocese and the Church of Ireland. 
 

Global Church Partnerships 
We were delighted to have greetings from Bishop Eridard and his wife 
Jane and from Bishop Seth on Pentecost Sunday. We have sought to keep 
in touch with them over these months particularly in Uganda as the church 
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is closed along with schools. We have heard that teachers and some 
children are at the school and we hope to release some of the existing 
funds for the wellbeing of the school community. 
 
The worship of God did not stop when we were not allowed in our 
building. We had to be creative as a church and as individuals. It was 
wonderful to see around 80 people attend the Drive-In Service on 16th 
August.  The opportunity to preach from the lorry was not something I 
could have imagined 5 months ago. During lockdown we could not meet 
together in the church or as parish organisations in the hall. We met in 
new ways but we long for communion with God as the body of Christ 
gathered and not scattered. We long for times together to shape the 
mission of the parish in our city. We have to be aware that we have to be 
patient, realistic and measured in the coming 6 - 9 months. We have begun 
to meet together. Let us be intentional in seeking to advance the kingdom 
of God with renewed fervour with that hope in the Lord Jesus Christ. Let 
us find ways to care for each other, to deepen our own relationship with 
the Lord and reach out in love. 
 
I finish with a few verses from Philippians when Paul was in prison, in 
lockdown and yet joy filled him: 
 
“...that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the 
gospel.” (1:12) 
 
“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, 
if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion,  then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you 
to the interests of the others”  (2: 1-4) 
 
Be blessed. 
Stay safe. 
Love one another. 
Continue to stay close to the risen Jesus. 
 
Blessings in Christ 
 
Paul 
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Family   Matters 
 

 

Baptisms 
 
19   Aug  Avery Kennedy Gorman     
 

 
 

 

Bereavements in the Parish 
since lockdown (23rd March 2020) 

 
Gladys Elizabeth Sarah Sloan 
Louise Georgina (Georgie) Hazley 
Douglas Dowling 
Elizabeth Charlotte Bingham 
Daphne Sloan 
Daniel Connor 
Alicia Thompson 
Jean Magill    
Thomas Henry (Harry) Acheson 
Eleanor (Ella) Crowe 
Nelson Ashley Morrow 
Elizabeth Ann Walsh 
Beryl Elizabeth Bateman 
Mary Eleanor Patricia (Pat) Thompson 
Darrell McClelland 
Gary John Campbell 
William Richard (Billy) Bird 
Robert Henry Gamble 
Freddie Fenning 
William Crawford 
Jackie (Jake) McNeill 
Lorraine Brown 
Margaret (Marie) Anderson 
Violet Ovens 
Lavinia Weekes 
Doris Coates 
Terence (Terry) Dickinson 
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Sunday, 4th October 2020 
Harvest Thanksgiving 

8.30 am  Harvest Communion  
11.30 am  Morning Worship for Harvest  

 

Harvest  
Decoration 

This year there will be a few Harvest 
flower arrangements in the church for 
the Harvest Services and the church 

will not be fully decorated. 
 

Mission Envelopes  
this year are for:- 

General Mission Support (50%),  
Diocese of Luwero for Clergy & Lay Training (25%)  
Lisburn Food Bank (25%) 

 

SERVICES 

Contact Magazine 

It is good that we have been able to print a magazine after a few months’ 
break due to Covid-19 and we will endeavour to get a magazine out every 
4-6 weeks.  We are grateful to those that distribute the magazine as it is a 
way of contact with parishioners especially those who are isolating or 
vulnerable at this time. 

Gifts of tinned food for Lisburn Foodbank will be received 
at the Harvest Services 
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 Treasurer’s Update 
We are now almost 6 months into the Covid-19 crisis and whilst there are 
small steps forward and we can move more freely about, the risks of 
catching infection are still very real and we still need to be very careful in 
our movements.  Indeed many are still reluctant to leave home except for 
essential trips to purchase provisions etc.  Face masks are now the new 
normal.   
 

Our Church has suffered also.  Our doors have been closed for services 
and all organisations have been suspended.  Whilst Church has reopened 
in recent weeks, many of us are still reluctant to come out to Church even 
with social distancing. 
 

It has been a difficult time for all churches financially and at Christ 
church it has been no different.  The bills keep rolling in, and as we try to 
manage these, many are unable to be substantially reduced.  We have 
made some saving on light, heat and furlough of non clerical staff, 
however many bills remain close to previous bills.  We are currently 
repairing a damp problem in the Church Vestry. 
 

Our income has been substantially reduced through various sources, 
mainly Freewill Offering, Tower Repair Fund, Car Park income, rental of 
halls, Tuesday Coffees and we have been unable to have any fundraising 
concerts etc in our buildings. 
 

Many  parishioners have left their Church envelopes at the Rectory, left 
them at Church on a Prayer Evening dedicated to assist collection of 
envelopes or set up Standing Orders direct to our Bank Account which 
has helped keep our finances in order.  We thank you all for your 
continued support.  The Parish Office is now reopened Monday - 
Wednesday (9.00 am - 3.00 pm) and if anyone wishes, they can drop 
envelopes through the letter box and Iris will place them in the safe for 
counting at a later date.  Also it is never too late to set up a Standing 
Order. 
 
Income from our Car Park almost ceased between March - June as 
employees worked from home or found space closer to their work.  
Saturday shoppers were also not about.  Whilst there has been a slow 
return to the Car Park, it is still less than 50% utilised.  Our Car Park 
income has been so beneficial to support the day to day running of our 
Parish. 
 
We are still unable to use our halls and miss Tuesday Coffee income, 
funeral teas income and are unable to let out the halls to our loyal 
customers.  As a Vestry, we continue to manage our finances on a daily 
basis and also explore possible sources from which we can obtain 
additional financial support. 
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We thank you all for your continued support and we hope and pray that 
it’s not long before we can all get together again. 
 

In the meantime, Stay Safe. 
 

Jonathan Leathem  (Honorary Treasurer) 

(Treasurer’s Update continued from previous page) 

Mothers' Union 
How thankful we all were for that wonderful weather during lockdown 
when we were separated from family and friends. The weekly shopping 
became stressful and both illness and bereavement with no hospital 
visiting and the many restrictions we had to face were very upsetting  
Within our MU Branch, we lost two very faithful members when Daphne 
Sloan passed away early on Easter Sunday morning and Marie Anderson 
on the 28th July. Indeed it is hard to imagine our future meetings without 
them but their faith and witness to our Heavenly Father will long be 
remembered by all our members and indeed the wider MU in Connor 
Diocese. 
 
Many of you have been busy sewing scrubs and face masks and knitting 
the little Covid hearts. All this on top of the usual knitting for the 
Neonatal wards, the Trauma Teddies and the Wash Bags. Indeed I have 
delivered a further 50 bags to Lagan Valley Hospital this week as they are 
still in great demand and much appreciated. Some members have also 
been making and delivering meals and a few entered the photographic 
competition. 
 
As to the future, we are not sure when our meetings will resume, certainly 
not in September but your committee member will update you with the 
necessary information when available. There will be NO Area Services 
this year. Instead there will be a Thanksgiving Service in All Saints 
Antrim on Sunday 4th October at 3.30 pm for an invited number and it 
will be streamed live on the internet for branches to join in. 
 
Until we can all meet up again to enjoy the fellowship and fun at our 
meetings, please take care and stay safe. Remember it is through prayer, 
we build our hope and confidence in the Lord to sustain and lead us 
through this time of anxiety with Covid-19.  
 
Love and Blessings to you all. 
Valerie. 
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An interview with 
 Bishop-designate 

George 

 
A little over a month ago (February 17), the 
Archdeacon of Belfast, the Ven George Davison, 
was elected Bishop of Connor by the Episcopal 
Electoral College for the Diocese of Connor. 
 
The House of Bishops, at its meeting in Dublin on 
March 11, confirmed the appointment, and the Bishop-designate will be 
consecrated in due course. 
 
Much has changed in our lives in a short period of time, but soon after his 
election, Bishop-designate George spoke about his appointment and future 
role in an interview in the Church of Ireland Gazette (March issue). 
 
Here, we share the full Gazette interview, but please keep in mind that the 
interview was conducted and printed before the impact of coronavirus on 
our lives, churches and communities. 
 
‘We have a lot of amazing people’  
Archdeacon George Davison, Bishop-designate of Connor, says he is 
humbled and honoured at his appointment, announced on February 17 by 
the Episcopal Electoral College for the Diocese of Connor. 
 
 “I am very conscious of the great responsibility that is being entrusted to 
me. I am immensely thankful for the gifted colleagues who serve the 
Church in Connor Diocese, and look forward to serving with them as we 
seek to share the Good News of Jesus Christ in the years ahead,” he said. 
 
The 54-year-old is an Honorary Secretary of the Church of Ireland’s 
General Synod, and was previously Archdeacon of Kilmore and rector of 
Kinawley, Diocese of Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh. He is married to 
Nadine and they have two children – Erin, 26, and James, 23. 
 
The bishop-designate said he is looking forward to his new role. “I see the 
life of the Church as a community and a team that works to build each 
other up in the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ, so I am looking 
forward to working with the team that is in place in Connor Diocese. 
 
“I want to see every single person, ordained or lay, recognise that they have 
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a part to play in this diocese. I’d like to build on what has been done 
already, and nurture a sense of us being the body of Christ – a sense that we 
need each other, that we can work together and that actually we are only at 
our best when everybody plays their part. We have a lot of amazing people. 
I want to encourage them to recognise the gifts God has given them and the 
call to use each one of those gifts in Christ’s service.” 
 
The bishop-designate recognises that his appointment will raise his profile 
in the city of Belfast. “My role is primarily to build up the Church in the 
city. “I am not some sort of quasi-politician, but I do want to encourage 
people in our local parishes to play a constructive part in building good 
community relations with people from other denominations and none,” he 
said. 
 
He believes changing patterns of society present a big challenge, 
particularly in North and West Belfast. “Parishes with long and proud 
histories of serving their community find themselves faced with declining 
numbers,” Archdeacon George reflected. “My priority in the city of Belfast 
is to encourage congregations to think about how best they can work 
together to grow the church and serve the communities around them.” 
 
He is looking forward to working within the House of Bishops. “In a sense, 
my role as Honorary Secretary has given me the opportunity to get to know 
the bishops and to work with them, but there has been quite a radical 
turnover in the last few months and we are not done yet! These are exciting 
times in the Church of Ireland.” 
 
Archdeacon George will certainly be a fledgling bishop when he attends 
the Lambeth Conference during the summer. [Editor’s note: The Lambeth 
Conference has since been rescheduled to summer 2021]. “It will be 
slightly overawing, coming so early in my new role, but it will be a 
powerful opportunity to build relationships with others in the Anglican 
Communion,” he said. 
 
The bishop-designate is passionate about worldwide mission. “The Church 
is a global community and we all benefit when we engage with others 
around the world,” he said. “I have friends working in several different 
Anglican provinces and I’ve learned so much from the time I’ve spent with 
them. 
 
Archdeacon George is a keen walker, and in 2017 took a sabbatical to walk 
the Camino Frances, covering 550 miles. He described it as ‘a remarkable 
experience.’ “On the Camino I found it easy to worship the Creator in the 
midst of His creation, I enjoyed the space for prayer and some interesting 
discussions about life and faith,” he reflected. 
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Bishop John McDowell 
elected as new 

Archbishop of Armagh 
and Primate of All 

Ireland 
The Rt Revd John McDowell, Bishop of 
Clogher, has been elected by the House of 
Bishops as the new Archbishop of Armagh and 
Primate of All Ireland.  He succeeds Archbishop 
Richard Clarke who retired on 2nd February this 
year. 
 
Bishop McDowell (aged 64) was ordained in 1996 and has served as 
Bishop of Clogher since 2011.  He was previously Rector of St Mark’s, 
Dundela, in East Belfast (2002–2011), Rector of Ballyrashane (1999–
2002), and Curate of Antrim (1996–1999).  He has also served as an 
Honorary Secretary of the General Synod (2008–2011) and is currently 
Chairman of the Church of Ireland’s Commission for Christian Unity and 
Dialogue. 
 
Speaking on his election, Bishop McDowell said: ‘I am overwhelmed by 
the confidence which my fellow bishops have placed in me to fill this 
ancient office.  I look forward to working with them in the time to come 
and to serving the people of the Diocese of Armagh and the Church of 
Ireland in whatever way I can.’ 
 
The translation will take effect from Tuesday, 28th April, and the 
enthronement date will be announced in due course.  Upon taking up his 
responsibilities as Archbishop of Armagh, Bishop McDowell will be the 
106th in the succession of abbots, bishops and archbishops of Armagh 
since St Patrick. 

Missionary Donations 
As we now have to complete our end of year Financial Accounts in 
Accrual format, our Accountants have asked that we process our 
Missionary payments in the year which we receive the income.  As a 
result we must ask that all Missionary donations are lodged with the 
Church Office by Wednesday, 25th November to allow time for us to 
calculate amounts due to each charity, issue payments and allow those 
cheques to be cleared through the Banking system before 31st Dec 2020. 
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Prayer Points  
for  

September/October 
 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who 

seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened.” [Matthew 7: 7-8] 

 

 God’s provision and guidance on our parish in lockdown with our 
online services, pastoral care from staff and organisations.  

 The work of the Select Vestry and clergy in managing and shaping 
ministry in these days. 

 For the daily nurture of God’s word to sustain, guide and encourage 
us. 

 Lisburn Foodbank’s witness and support to individuals and families. 
 For God’s comfort for all bereaved of a loved one. 
 Thankfulness for the NHS, its staff in hospitals, the community and 

care homes. For all who sustained our community in lockdown from 
our farmers, emergency services, the church, shop owners and utility 
suppliers. 

 For wisdom for our political leaders in shaping our lives and 
wellbeing in the coming months. 

 For our brothers and sisters in Christ at St Apollo School, Luwero 
Diocese in Uganda and in Matana Diocese in Burundi. 

 For Bishop George in his leadership in the Diocese of Connor. 

Quarantine 

Q - Quiet your soul 
U - Unite as one with God 
A - Act with Godly Love 
R - Read your Bible 
A - Activate your faith 
N - Nourish your soul 
T - Talk with God 
I - Intercede for others 
N - Nestle in the presence of 
  God 
E - Elevate God in Worship 

Bible Verse of 
the Month 

Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And 
the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 

 

(Philippians  

4:6-7) 
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Time not yet right to return to 
Church gatherings  

 

Monday, 4th May 2020 

 

The time is not yet right to re-open church buildings, Archbishop John 
McDowell and the leaders of the other main churches in Ireland have 
stated. 

 

The Church leaders discussed the re-opening of churches and church 
buildings for collective worship and the possibility of their re-opening for 
private personal prayer at a video conference meeting on Friday May 1. 

 

In a joint statement, the leaders of the Church of Ireland, Methodist 
Church in Ireland, Roman Catholic Church, Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland and the Irish Council of Churches, said that ‘while we all look 
forward to the day when we can again gather together for collective 
worship in our churches, we accept that at this time it would not be 
appropriate to consider a full return to such gatherings.’ 

 
The Church leaders did, however, call on the Northern Ireland Executive 
to keep the issue under regular review, ‘so that when it is safe to do so, 
there can be an easing of the restrictions.’ 

 
With regards to individual visits to church buildings for private prayer, 
which is a different and a separate matter, the Church leaders said that 
where this is desired locally, and can be done safely, ‘we would urge 
government to consider easing this particular restriction sooner rather than 
later.’ 

 
The joint statement in full: 

As leaders of main Churches in Ireland, we recognise that Christians 
across our land long for the day when we can all gather again inside our 
church buildings for fellowship and collective worship. 

We want to commend our ministers and clergy for their prayerful and 
creative use of various online platforms and other means that have 
brought encouragement, through God’s word and through prayer, to His 
scattered people. At the same time, we lament the fact that our 
congregations are unable to gather together in person for worship. We 
recognise, however, as we have said previously, that to be a community in 
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the real sense of the word, means that as individuals we acknowledge our 
interdependence. In loving our neighbours, it is important that we all look 
out for one another and continue to adhere to government advice on social 
distancing and other measures. The current restrictions are challenging, 
but are for the common good and the protection of everyone across our 
island. 

 
While we all look forward to the day when we can again gather together 
for collective worship in our churches, we accept that at this time it would 
not be appropriate to consider a full return to such gatherings, apart from 
the limited number of people who are able to meet for funeral services. At 
this time, we are not calling on the Northern Ireland Executive to remove 
the current general restrictions on gathering together for church services, 
but we are asking that the issue is kept under regular review, so that when 
it is safe to do so there can be an easing of these restrictions. 

 

The issue of church buildings being permitted to open for individual visits 
and private prayer, where this is desired locally and can be done so safely 
with appropriate social distancing in place, is however a different and a 
separate matter. Where the medical and scientific advice indicates that 
this limited step is possible, we would urge the Executive to consider 
easing this particular restriction sooner rather than later. 

 

Over the past number of weeks, we have seen the vast majority of the 
people embracing these challenging, but very necessary, restrictions – 
working together for the benefit and good of all. We give thanks for this 
demonstration of love and concern for all in our community. As we enter 
into the second full month of this emergency on our island, we urge 
everyone to remain resolute and vigilant, encouraging one another on, so 
that we can come through this together. 

 
The Rt Rev Dr William Henry 

Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
The Most Rev Eamon Martin 

Roman Catholic Archbishop of Armagh & Primate of All Ireland 
The Most Rev John McDowell 

Church of Ireland Archbishop of Armagh & Primate of All Ireland 
The Rev Sam McGuffin 

President of the Methodist Church in Ireland 
The Very Rev Dr Ivan Patterson 

President of the Irish Council of Churches 

(from the Diocesan website) 
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Rector’s Letter (Pentecost 2020) 
I felt it important to write as your Rector as we journey together during 
Covid-19 and as we get towards the end of May. We are about to 
celebrate the festival of Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, the 
birthday of the Church. The disciples were “all together” when the 
outpouring of the Spirit rested on them. They were changed people. They 
were united. They were empowered in proclaiming the good news of 
Jesus. The Spirit had been promised but they had to wait to experience 
him as Jesus was no longer with them. A new era. A new beginning. A 
journey into the unknown. They had to lean and depend on the Holy 
Spirit. They did not know what lay ahead but they had received promises 
from Jesus of this power. As we journey in these days, we are not alone. 
We value the fellowship built over years but must depend afresh on the 
Holy Spirit to strengthen us, dwell within us, guide us and allow us to be 
used by Him. He is “good news”. 
 
It is still hard to comprehend that we have had 10 Sundays without you 
the people of Christ Church being present as well as our halls closed 
without the normal activities. I do miss the rhythm of worship and witness 
especially the interaction with parishioners and what we share together in 
the witness of Christ. I feel deeply for all who have lost a loved one, 
whose plans to go to Uganda won’t go ahead, whose wedding has been 
cancelled and who have not been able to have a baptism. 
 
We have begun to see the first steps in our society of getting into a new 
routine but with many challenges. We have just opened the church for 
private prayer on Thursday 28th May. This is a first step.  As yet we do 
not know when we will be able to open for public worship. However, 
when we open we must have your support to practice social distancing 
and all aspects to do with hygiene. I’m conscious some will not come 
initially because of shielding. We will take each step with prayerful 
consideration but as to when we can gather as we did like in early March, 
this will be some time away. When we open we may have to be limited in 
numbers and hence we would still have a pre-recorded service as well. 
Gathering together will be different initially. 
 
We have had to learn to adapt to staying at home, social distancing of 2 
metres and queuing to get into a shop to name but a few. However, many 
have been working on the frontline in the NHS, care homes or 
community, in the emergency services, from home, or homeschooling or 
shielding at home. I have chatted to some people who are busier than 
ever. Others have been put on furlough and maybe some have lost their 
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job. Some are unsure as to job security. Those who are retired have 
experienced many different scenarios to adapt and cope with Covid-19. 
The tragedy is that we have seen over 600 people dying in our country 
with over 4500 being diagnosed as having Covid-19 and recovering. As a 
parish, I have conducted 14 funerals in this period and we have sought to 
support these families, with some losing a loved one because of Covid-19. 
I am grateful for the amazing courage, faith and adaptation by families to 
having a funeral at the graveside. Some families have found great comfort 
in having only close family present. We have had settled weather during 
this period and this has allowed these services to proceed in sunshine. We 
will explore ways in the autumn, if allowed, to allow families bereaved to 
gather for a Bereavement Service to remember their loved one.  We must 
continue to be people of prayer, reflecting our thanksgivings and petitions 
on behalf of those who suffer as well as those who govern over us at this 
time, to have that godly wisdom for the good of us all. 
 
As I reflect on these challenging times, our faith continues to be lived out 
in the here and now as it has always meant to be. This has come into sharp 
focus as we deal with Covid-19 and where we cannot meet together. This 
period has been through Lent, Holy Week, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, 
Ascension and now Pentecost. These seasons in the church year have 
brought great solace, reassurance, comfort and hope.  
 
For me as your Rector, it has been deeply challenging on so many levels 
and yet we have seen God’s hand upon all we have adapted to. We have 
had to adapt and seek the Lord. There are things that we have “gained” 
and “lost” as well. We held our first parish Select Vestry meeting on 
zoom and I encouraged Vestry members to reflect on these phrases and I 
encourage you to take time to reflect on your life as well as that of the 
parish. I believe it will be important that people will have an opportunity 
to tell their story and I encourage you to start writing your story in the 
context of faith. I know I have journaled more these past two months than 
for a long time and this has helped me to reflect, pray, ponder, question 
what is going on, keep focus, plan and lead as a disciple and as your 
Rector. I have probably not read as much as I thought I would have but 
there have been new things I have done or learnt. Some days had a simple 
routine. Some days were more challenging. I know the good weather has 
been a blessing. I have valued time with my family. I would never have 
envisaged at watching myself so often on YouTube on a Sunday morning 
or on What’s App with daily devotions, having prepared the material and 
made a few mistakes in recording. All mistakes have been deleted! 
However, we have been able to speak hope through Holy Week, Easter 
and now into Pentecost, into so many more homes on a daily basis for 
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these two months. I am grateful for all who have contributed to our 
church services and devotionals and especially a big tank you to Derek for 
putting it all together for the social platforms. We have had zoom 
meetings for staff, coffee mornings, Sunday night teaching, prayer times 
and a quiz. The addition of people being able to listen to the church 
service on their landline has been such a blessing and gain. The local 
number is 028 92 270130. 
 
I’m grateful to Derek and John as we pastor people over the phone. This 
is so different but phone calls, letters or a text message have kept 
connections. We always encourage people to lift the phone if they want to 
chat, be prayed with or share information. It has been encouraging to 
know that parishioners are supporting each other and that parish groups 
continue to keep connected.  
 
The Select Vestry value your continued support at this time. They are 
looking at the way forward through the Finance committee, a 
Communications committee and a Re-Shaping church committee to 
reflect, ponder and create a pathway forward for the parish. I would value 
our parish groups taking time now to ponder what their group might look 
like in the autumn and that we would have a leaders meeting when we see 
further guidance on meeting indoors. 
 
Our community connections have been focused on the Foodbank which 
has been supported by many new community groups but it is a blessing 
that God’s church in Lisburn had been united in this witness. Other 
community agencies including the Council now see the value of it at this 
crucial time. The success of getting a van for the Foodbank through a 
fund has been such an answer to prayer. Items can still be left at the 
Foodbank or the Rectory. Some parishioners continue to support the 
Simon Community.  We have also valued the continued connections with 
Crown Jesus Ministries and especially the clergy meetings to support each 
other in our city and planned events for women and men. 
 
I have been struck by many verses and passages from Scripture. I have 
been drawn to the letters of Paul and especially those that were written 
from prison. He suffered for his faith in Jesus Christ. He was in 
lockdown, separated from his family and believers in cities and towns he 
had visited. He longed to be with them but he prayed for them as well as 
writing to them to continue in the faith, to challenge their witness, where 
they had sinned, the central truths of the faith and practical examples of 
living the faith. If you read Philippians, you see Paul’s faith shining 
through and he sees that his imprisonment has advanced the Gospel (Phil 
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1:12). On Sunday 15th March when we were moving to lockdown, our 
speaker was cancelled at 8.30 am that morning and I had a sermon to 
prepare. I was drawn to Psalm 91 and Jesus’ summary of the law to “love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength and to love 
our neighbour as yourself” (Matt 22:37-39). How timely to keep those 
readings to the fore of our lives at this time.  
 
As we look ahead, our worship will continue to be pre-recorded for 
Sunday. We will have the church open for private prayer on a Tuesday 
morning and Thursday evening. We might be able to meet in small groups 
but outside as part of the next step. Groups could be creative in this 
matter. We will have daily devotions on Facebook and What’s App with a 
few guests from the wider church sharing in the week beginning Monday 
8th June. During July, we may cut back on some of the video clips for 
each day but daily readings will be available. We are planning for the 
Kids Club in August but it will be online at this moment. The team not 
going to Uganda are walking each day and we are already half way there 
as we support the children of St Apollo and Uganda. Derek and I have 
been chatting with local schools and church leaders about a programme 
called “Transforming Lives for Good” to train coaches to commit to work 
with a child in a local school. Training would be provided and resources 
supplied. We would ask parishioners to reflect on this opportunity to 
partner with local schools and bring hope. Talk to Derek or I about this 
programme. Further details in late summer. 
 
Continue to use the daily readings to reflect and be fed from Scripture. 
Use the daily prayer guide to keep a rhythm of prayer. Many have realised 
that each day can be the “same” but we must trust for God’s provision 
each day, to watch over us and enable our hearts and minds to be settled 
in Christ. Reading scripture brings a focus to our lives. 
 
In my video clips, I have used the following 4 phrases which I find 
helpful in bringing a sense of reality in these difficult days, as we 
experience God’s blessing in the midst of these challenging days, that we 
need to exercise caution in terms of hygiene and social distancing, that as 
disciples of Jesus we must continue to demonstrate that love to each other 
and grow in our relationship with Him. So as the church celebrates the 
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, “Be Blessed, Stay Safe, Love one 
another and Stay close to the risen and ascended Jesus.” 
 
Blessings in Christ 

Paul 
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The Coronavirus 
 
Is it ‘The finger of God? 
 
Since the early spring we have been living in an unprecedented time with 
the crisis of the virus pandemic COVID 19 upon us with a lockdown to 
normal life, when many people sadly have died, some have been very ill 
and for everyone there has been great inconvenience. 
 
But we are enduring living with the situation by keeping the rules of safe 
distancing and hand washing as we accommodate to the crisis. 
 
THE JUDGEMENT of GOD 
I have heard it has been said that this virus is the judgement of God on 
people because of the direction of their lifestyle in disregarding the will of 
God, being led by self-satisfaction, secularism and materialism. 
 
I do not know if this pandemic is the judgement of God, because I have no 
revelation from God that this is so and all claims must be based upon 
scripture.  Although, in the Bible we read that God did send judgement on 
some people in certain times because of their disobedience to him.  I know 
that this is true because the Bible tell me so. The flood in Noah’s day was 
sent by God, for in Genesis 6 v 17 God says, ‘I am going to bring a flood.’   
 
Bishop J C Ryle considered the foot and mouth epidemic in England in the 
late 19th century as ‘The finger of God’, a reference to the plagues in Egypt 
in Exodus 8 v 19, and wrote a book so entitled. 
 
But yet the judgement of God was always with longsuffering, to give 
people time to change their lives.  However, while not pontificating that 
this crisis is ‘The finger of God’ in judgement, let us assume it is 
judgement from God and ask ourselves what God may be saying to us.  At 
least upon the occasion of the virus, what may ‘The finger of God ‘be 
pointing out for us to learn for our good? 
 
POLITICALLY, as this pandemic is world-wide, God may be calling 
upon us to see that the world is one and the countries of the world should, 
where possible be working together to defeat this virus by sharing their 
expertise and products for the greater good and the will of God for the 
earth.   
 
SOCIALLY, God may be telling parents in lockdown and afterwards to 
spend more time enjoying their children and in future everyone should have 
more contact with their wider family and friends and make a better effort to 
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engage with their neighbours and acquaintances. 
 
MORALLY, God may be showing people that they cannot have 
everything they want and live in a ‘do-it-yourself’ world of morals, because 
it is against the law of God, as laid down in the Ten Commandments.  
Lockdown tells you cannot do what you like and go where you want. 
 
ECONOMICALLY, in the downturn that has occurred with a limit on 
output, God may be telling us that we have to endure reduced employment 
and less income.  The fact is materialism is seen to be wanting, as the rich 
farmer in the Bible learnt ‘….one’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of possessions.’ Luke 12 v 15. 
 
SPIRITUALLY, God has been getting people to pay heed to him even 
unknowingly, when he said in Isaiah 26 v 20 ‘…shut your doors behind 
you …. until the wrath is past.’ 
 
It is good that many people who have been neglecting obeying God, are 
now listening to church services online and resolving to return to church 
attendance. 
 
Faith needs to be restored, faith in Christ.  Bishop Seth of Matana in 
Burundi says ‘We do not have the scientific and medical way to deal with 
this virus, if it comes to our area in this very poor country we are relying on 
God to keep us safe.  Please pray for us, because prayer is our only means 
of survival.’ 
 
While we appreciate medical science although a cure and vaccine are still 
being sought, hopefully we are also people of faith and prayer, not 
depending on anything else for dealing with this crisis.  After all, doctors 
treat, but God heals.  As the motto of Kiwoko Hospital in Uganda is ‘We 
treat ….. Jesus heals.’ ‘Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver 
you.’  Psalm 50 v 13. 
 
There needs to be a turning from relying for salvation on church 
ordinances, works or merits.  What is required is a true faith, trust in God 
through Christ for pardon for sin and hope for the days to come, 
particularly without this virus.  And as people are aware of death these 
days, may they be sure of eternal life through faith in Christ. 
 
I pray that out of this bad pandemic ‘The finger of God’ may point us to 
good things in the coming days. 
 
John Pickering 
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Statement on the day 
churches are 
permitted to  

reopen for public 
worship 

 

 

 

 

A statement from the Most Rev John McDowell, Archbishop of Armagh 
and Primate of All Ireland, on the day that churches on the island of 
Ireland were permitted to reopen for public worship, June 29 – The Feast 
of St Peter, Apostle and Martyr: 

  

Jesus said to them, ‘And who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God’ … and I tell 
you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of hell will not prevail against it.’ Matthew 16 

 
‘It could hardly be more fitting that it is St Peter’s Day on which we 
symbolically receive the keys of our churches to enter them again, over 
the days and weeks to come, as the people of God; to worship his Holy 
Name and to gather together as the household of faith. For this we give 
thanks to God. 

 
‘During the months of lockdown, some of you will have had hellish 
experiences as you have suffered the death of someone very close to you, 
or have endured the desolating tedium and stress of isolation. For these 
very reasons, you may welcome the freedom to worship but be worried or 
apprehensive about returning. When you are ready, the churches will be 
ready to welcome you also. 

 

‘The head of the Church, Jesus Christ, has been true to his promises, and 
we must be true to him. 

 
‘And being true to him means always thinking of others as we join 
together in corporate worship and in everyday life. To have made the 
necessary preparations to make church safe and to keep it safe. To take 
the necessary precautions as we begin to mix again in society, in shops, in 
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restaurants and other public spaces. That is the impulse of the law of love 
and solidarity which is our vocation. We are responsible for each other. 

 

‘Each of us will begin to emerge from lockdown changed in some ways. 
It is much too soon to say where that will leave us and lead us as a 
Church. 

 

But whatever our experiences have been, I hope we can turn our faces in 
confidence and thankfulness towards God and then turn to face our 
parishes, our communities and our world in the unshaken promises of the 
Gospel against which nothing can prevail, and perhaps at sometime today 
join as parishes, as families or as individuals, in these well-known and 
memorable words: 

 
‘Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-
kindness to us, and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, 
preservation and all the blessings of this life: but above all, for thine 
inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be 
unfeignedly thankful, and that we show forth thy praise, not only with our 
lips but in our lives; by giving up ourselves to thy service, and by walking 
before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Spirit be all honour and 
glory, world without end. Amen.’ 

 

School 
 
Mother to young daughter after 
first day at school:  “Well, dear, 
what did they teach you today?” 
Daughter:  “Not much.  I’ve got to 
go back again tomorrow.” 
 

Off to uni… 
Smith:  So your son is in 
college?  How is he making it? 
Jones:  He isn’t. I’m making it and 
he is spending it. 
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Bishop of Connor  
to be consecrated on 3rd 

September 2020 

Connor’s new Bishop, the Ven George Davison, will be consecrated at a 
service in St Patrick’s Cathedral, Armagh, on Thursday 3rd September, 
Archbishop of Armagh, the Most Rev John McDowell, has announced. 
 
“Now that churches have once again opened for more general worship, it 
is possible to plan for the Ordination and Consecration of the Ven George 
Davison, Rector of St Nicholas, Carrickfergus, and Archdeacon of 
Belfast, as Bishop of Connor,” the Archbishop said in a statement on 8th 
July. 
 
“Archdeacon Davison was elected to the vacant office on February 17 
2020, and it has been very unfortunate that the restrictions around 
assembly and movement have prevented a service of this kind from taking 
place sooner.” 
 
Archbishop McDowell said the service would take place at 4.00 pm on 
3rd September, the Feast of St Oenghus MacNissi of Connor. 
 
“The co-consecrators along with myself will be the Bishop of Meath and 
Kildare and the Bishop of Derry and Raphoe,” the Archbishop said. “The 
preacher will be the Rt Rev Kenneth Clarke, formerly Bishop of Kilmore, 
Elphin and Ardagh. 
 
“Because it is likely that churches will still be operating under strict rules 
of social distancing in September, attendance will be limited to the family, 
close friends and colleagues of the Bishop-elect, with an opportunity for a 
more expansive liturgical event at a future date in Belfast Cathedral. 
However, the service in Armagh will be streamed and recorded. 
 
“I would ask you to keep the Bishop-elect and his family in your prayers 
as he prepares for his episcopal ordination.” 
 
The Archbishop of Armagh also announced that the Episcopal Electoral 
College for the Diocese of Clogher will have its first meeting on 2nd  
September in St Macartin’s Cathedral, Enniskillen, commencing with a 
Service of Holy Communion at 10.30 am. The Archbishop of Armagh 
will preside and preach at the Eucharist and will chair the meeting of the 
College. 
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Scamwise NI 
The Church of Ireland is backing the Scamwise NI campaign to keep 
people safe from scams. In any year, most of us will be targeted with an 
attempt to scam us out of money but if you can spot a scam, you can stop 
it too. 

 

Coronavirus scams 
Scammers will continue to target vulnerable people during emergency 
situations. Police have warned that cold callers and others are taking 
advantage of the Covid-19 pandemic and are advising householders to be 
cautious when considering offers of help. Common coronavirus scams are 
highlighted by Scamwise NI, including advice on how to protect yourself 
and what to do if you think you have been scammed.  

 

1. Phishing / Smishing / Vishing – a company or person receives an 
unsolicited email, text, WhatsApp message or telephone call claiming to 
be from a legitimate organisation; 
2. Social engineering scams – criminals exploit the charitable nature of 
people via social media or in person asking for donations to so–called 
charitable causes; 

3. Fraudulent selling and trading – of in–demand medical supplies or 
everyday household goods that may be in short supply. 
 

The scam test 
One of the best tools for tackling scams is to remember the four–point 
‘scam test’ which anyone can use if a cold caller gets in touch, or if they 
receive suspicious post or online messages: 

 

Seems to be good to be true 
Contacted out of the blue 
Asked for personal details 
Money requested 

 

Getting help from your Post Office (NI) 
Through its Scam? Ask Us initiative, the Post Office, in Northern Ireland, 
is encouraging anybody to ask counter staff if they are concerned that 
they are falling victim to a scam. Staff can then advise them if they think 
that the request is unusual, or if it is a scam that they have come across 
before. 
 

Remember: If you can spot a scam, you can stop a scam. 
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Christ Church Drive-In Service 
Sunday, 16th August 2020 at 4.00 pm in the Church Car Park 
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(Christ Church 
Drive-In  
Service  
continued) 
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Readings for September & October  
 
Tues, 1st Sept Psalm 145: 10-17  Job 12: 1-25  Luke 4: 31-37 
Wed, 2nd Sept Psalm 62   Job 13: 1-28  Luke 4: 38-44 
Thurs, 3rd Sept Psalm 24: 1-6  Job 14: 1-22  Luke 5: 1-11 
Fri, 4th Sept Psalm 37: 3-8  Job 16: 16-17:1,  Luke 5: 33-39 
     13-16 
Sat, 5th Sept Psalm 145: 18-22  Job 19: 1-29  Luke 6: 1-5 
Sun, 6th Sept Psalm 149   Exodus 12: 1-14 Matt 18: 15-20 
Mon, 7th Sept Psalm 5: 5-9  Job 22:1-4, 21-23:7 Luke 6: 6-11 
Tues, 8th Sept Psalm 45: 10-17  Isaiah 61: 10-11 Luke 1: 46-55 
Wed, 9th Sept Psalm 45: 11-17  Job 30: 1, 2, 16-31 Luke 6: 20-26 
Thurs, 10th Sept Psalm 39: 1-9  Job 31: 1-40  Luke 6: 27-38 
Fri, 11th Sept Psalm 84: 1-6  Job 32: 1-10, 19 Luke 6: 39-42 
Sat, 12th Sept Psalm 116: 10-17  Job 38: 1-41  Luke 6: 43-49 
Sun, 13th Sept Psalm 114   Exodus 14: 19-31 Matt 18: 21-35 
Mon, 14th Sept Psalm 40: 7-11  Job 40: 1-24  Luke 7: 1-10 
Tues, 15th Sept Psalm 100   Job 41: 1-11  Luke 7: 11-17 
Wed , 16th Sept Psalm 33: 1-12  Job 42: 1-17  Luke 7: 31-35 
Thurs, 17th Sept Psalm 118: 1-2,17-20 Job 28: 1-28  Luke 7: 36-50 
Fri, 18th Sept Psalm 17: 1-8  Esther: 1: 1-22 Luke 8: 1-3 
Sat, 19th Sept Psalm 30: 1-5  Esther 2: 1-23  Luke 8: 4-15 
Sun, 20th Sept Psalm 105: 1-6,37-45 Exodus 16: 2-15 Matt 20: 1-16 
Mon, 21st Sept Psalm 119: 65-72  Proverbs 3: 13-18 Matt 9: 9-13 
Tues, 22nd Sept Psalm 119: 1-8  Proverbs 21: 1-6, Luke 8: 19-21 
     10-13 
Wed, 23rd Sept Psalm 119: 105-112 Proverbs 30: 5-9 Luke 9: 1-6 
Thurs, 24th Sept Psalm 90: 1-6  Eccles 1: 2-11 Luke 9: 7-9 
Fri, 25th Sept Psalm 144: 1-4  Eccles 3: 1-11 Luke 9: 18-22 
Sat, 26th Sept Psalm 90: 1-2, 12-17 Eccles 11: 9-12:8 Luke 9: 43b-45 
Sun, 27th Sept Psalm 78:1-4,12-16 Exodus 17: 1-7 Matt 21: 23-32 
Mon, 28th Sept Psalm 117: 1-11  Job 1: 6-22  Luke 9: 46-50 
Tues, 29th Sept Psalm 103: 19-22  Gen 28: 10-17 John 1: 47-51 
Wed, 30th Sept Psalm 88: 1-6, 11  Job 9: 1-16  Luke 9: 57-62 
Thurs, 1st Oct Psalm 27: 13-16  Job 19: 21-27  Luke 10: 1-12 
Fri, 2nd Oct Psalm 139: 6-11  Job 38: 1, 12-21,  Luke 10: 13-16 
     40:3-5 
Sat, 3rd Oct Psalm 119: 169-276 Job 1-3, 6, 12-17 Luke 10: 17-24 
Sun, 4th Oct Psalm 19   Exodus 20: 1-9, 12-20 Matt 21: 43-46 
Mon, 5th Oct Psalm 111: 1-6  Hosea 11b-7:16 Luke 10: 25-37 
Tues, 6th Oct Psalm 139: 1-9  Hosea 8: 1-14  Luke 10: 38-42 
Wed, 7th Oct Psalm 117   Hosea 9: 1-17  Luke 11: 1-4 
Thurs, 8th Oct Psalm 18: 31-51  Hosea 10: 1-15 Luke 11: 5-13 
Fri, 9th Oct Psalm 111: 4-10  Hosea 11: 1-12:6 Luke 11: 14-26 
Sat, 10th Oct Psalm 105: 1-7  Hosea 12: 7-13:3 Luke 11: 27-28 
Sun, 11th Oct Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-23 Exodus 32: 1-14 Matt 22: 1-14 



31 

 

Mon, 12th Oct Psalm 113  Hosea 13: 4-14, 14:1-9 Luke 11: 29-32 
Tues, 13th Oct Psalm 119: 41-48 Jonah 1: 1-17a  Luke 11: 37-41 
Wed, 14th Oct Psalm 1  Jonah 1: 17-2:10  Luke 11: 42-46 
Thurs, 15th Oct Psalm 98: 1-4 Jonah 3: 1-4:11  Luke 11: 47-54 
Fri, 16th Oct Psalm 33: 1-6, 12 Micah 1: 1-9   Luke 12: 1-7 
Sat, 17th Oct Psalm 8  Micah 2: 1-13   Luke 12: 8-12 
Sun, 18th Oct Psalm 99  Exodus 33: 12-23  Matt 22: 15-22 
Mon, 19th Oct Psalm 100  Micah 3: 1-8   Luke 12: 13-21 
Tues, 20th Oct Psalm 85: 7-13 Micah 3: 9-4:5  Luke 12: 35-38 
Wed, 21st Oct Psalm 98  Micah 5: 1-4, 10-6:8  Luke 12: 39-48 
Thurs, 22nd Oct Psalm 33: 1-6 Micah 7: 1-7   Luke 12: 49-53 
Fri, 23rd Oct Psalm 1  Isaiah 49: 1-6   Mark 3: 31-35 
Sat, 24th Oct Psalm 122  Dan 7: 15-28   Luke 13: 1-9 
Sun, 25th Oct Psalm 90: 1-6,  Deut 34: 1-12   Matt 22: 34-46 
 13-17 
Mon, 26th Oct Psalm 1  Dan 8: 1-14   Luke 13: 10-17 
Tues, 27th Oct Psalm 128  Dan 8: 15-27   Luke 13: 18-21 
Wed, 28th Oct Psalm 119: 89-96 Isaiah 28: 14-16  John 15: 17-27 
Thurs, 29th Oct Psalm 144: 1-11 Dan 9: 20-27   Luke 13: 31-35 
Fri, 30th Oct Psalm 111  Dan 10: 1-11: 2  Luke 14: 1-6 
Sat , 31st Oct Psalm 42: 1-5 Dan 12: 1-13   Luke 14: 1, 7-11 

(Readings for September & October continued) 

Choir Report  - Summer 2020 
It seems a long time since we met as a choir due to the onslaught of the 
coronavirus and the subsequent ‘lockdown.’  It was with great sadness 
that in the early stages of this happening we lost one of our most loyal and 
very popular long-term members, Daphne Sloan.  Due to the restrictions 
applying at the time we could not even say goodbye to a beloved friend, 
but we will remember Daphne with great affection.  
 

Thanks to our Choirmaster, Ross Morrow and his wife Elizabeth for their 
contributions to the Sunday services during many months and those 
members of the choir who helped out with the hymn recordings.   These 
were much appreciated and enjoyed by all.   

 

It is not known when and if we will meet up again as a choir – it is against 
the recommendations at the moment.  Would it ever have been envisaged 
that choirs would be banned from singing?!! Hopefully we will all keep in 
touch with each other through the church.  Stay safe, take care and God 
Bless. 
 

Gwen Gibson (Honorary Secretary) 
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Saying Thank You for Food  
 

Say a ‘thank you’ prayer  

A line in the Lord’s Prayer asks God to ‘Give us this day our daily bread.’ 
When we say that line, we’re asking God to provide the basic things in 
life that keep us healthy and happy. It can start with the food we need to 
eat each day, but for lots of different reasons, not everyone has enough. 

 
So saying thank you for our food is important – we might thank the 
person who cooked it, and we might go back further and think of the 
people in the shops where we bought the ingredients, and even trace it 
right back to the farmers who grew the crops in the first place.  

 

For children who are old enough, try talking about this together at a meal 
time, taking each item on the plate and thinking about where it came from 
and all the people and work that has gone into bringing it to your table.  

 

Saying grace before a meal is a way of saying thank you to God for 
making the earth and everything in it – all good things come from God, 
and it’s up to us to use them in the very best and most generous way.  

 

Try singing this grace:  

One, two, three, four, five, thank you God that I’m alive.  

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten, thank you God for food. Amen!  

 

One of the most traditional graces goes like this:  

“For what we are about to receive, may the Lord make us truly thankful 
and keep us always mindful of the needs of others.”  

 

Some families hold hands while they say grace – this reminds us that we 
are thankful not only for our food, but that we can share it with people we 
love, as in this prayer:  

 

“Thank you God for food,  family, and friends. Amen.” 

or  

“Thank you God for food, and family, and friends,  

we remember those who have no food today,  

and those who have food, but nobody to share it,  

As you have blessed us, help us be a blessing for others. Amen.” 
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Decorate a ‘grace’ table mat:  

Take a piece of A4 paper, and in the middle draw round a medium sized 
plate to make a circle, then in that circle draw round a smaller plate. You 
should have something that looks a little bit like a plate. Then draw a fork 
outline on the left, and a knife outline on the right, and a spoon above – 
don’t worry about the quality of the artwork! 

 
Now, have some fun decorating your plate with pictures of their favourite 
food – you can draw pictures yourself, or cut them out of magazines, or 
use pictures from food packets – and you can even label them if your 
child is old enough to start learning to read.  

 
Somewhere on your paper, perhaps at the top or in a corner, write ‘Thank 
you God’ in big letters and colour it in – this is your thank-you place mat, 
a reminder of all the good things that God gives us.  

 
Once you’ve finished decorating, you can either laminate your artwork or 
slip it into a poly pocket and seal up the end with sticky tape. Use your 
place mat at family meal times as a reminder of your thankfulness for all 
God’s blessings, and particularly for food.  

 
This is such a fun activity that you can create a new one every so often 
with updated favourite foods and perhaps even write a little ‘grace’ prayer 
of your own to go on it. Instead you could simply include one of the 
prayers in the previous page.  

 
Make food fun!  

If your child is a bit of a fussy eater, you could try making their food more 
fun. Maybe arrange the veggies in the shape of a smiley face?  

 
A way to pray for farmers: 

Lots of fruit and vegetables at the supermarket now has the name of the 
farmer printed on the packaging. You can put a sheet of paper up in your 
home with “Thank you God for our food” at the top, and then your child 
can cut and stick the names of all the farmers onto the rest of the sheet 
every time you go shopping. When you eat, you can say, “Thank you God 
and (all the names) for our food!” (You can then finish by thanking those 
who cooked the meal and clean up after the meal). 
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Note From The Editor 

We will be in touch with parish organisations in mid-September as 
we prepare a magazine for October/November 

Sunday School (KLIC) 
2nd Sunday Attend All Age Service     

1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday 10.15 am   
 

Cancelled until further notice.  However, we hope families can attend the 
Service on Sunday, 20th September at 11.30 am. 

 
 

Junior Church operates during Morning Worship for all primary aged 
children. 

Parish Office Opening 

Hours 
 

Mon - Tues 9.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Wed - Thurs 9.00 am - 12.00 noon 
Friday Closed 

Church Panel 

Safeguarding Trust 
 
 

Archdeacon 
Paul Dundas    Tel 92 662163 
Robin Smythe  Tel 92 664883     
Beverley Ringland   Tel 92 638252 

Christ Church Sunday Services 

1st Sunday 8.30 am 

2nd Sunday 11.30 am 

4th Sunday 6.30 pm 

Holy Communion Morning Prayer 
11.30 am 

 
 

Evening Prayer 
6.30 pm 

All Age Worship  
2nd Sunday   10.15 am 

Cancelled until further notice but see page 2 for 

arrangements 
 

Marriage & Holy Baptism  
By arrangement with the Rector 
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Sunday Coffee Rota 
Co-Ordinator:  Florence Crangle - Tel 92107433 

Cancelled until further notice 

 

Tuesday Coffee Rota 
Co-Ordinator:  Ann Robinson - Tel 07901236346   

 

Flower Rota 
06 Sept Jean Allen 
13 Sept Mrs J Hendren 
20 Sept Colleen & Myrtle Watterson 
27 Sept Wesley & Helen Dickinson 
04 Oct Mildred & Uel Briggs 
11 Oct Richard & Janice Thompson 
18 Oct Renee Madden 
25 Oct Vacant 
 

Junior Church Rota 
Cancelled until further notice 

 

Simon Community Rota 
The Simon Community now require pizzas.   

If you can provide pizzas, please deliver them to the Simon Community whenever it 
is suitable to you. 

You can provide soup instead. 

 

Welcoming/Cleaning Rota 
  (Cleaning only if necessary) 

06 Sept Eric & Roberta Thompson & Rosemary Bodell 
13 Sept Mervyn & Elisabeth Dougherty & Bertha Thompson 
20 Sept Uel & Mildred Briggs & Ann Robinson 
27 Sept George & Valerie Christy & Audrey Knowles 
04 Oct Stephen, Rosie & Ashleigh Long 
11 Oct Thomas & Beverley Ringland & Garth Anderson 
18 Oct Beth Harris, Ann Reynolds & Nola Dundas 
25 Oct Karen & Stephen McKenna & Lewis Grant 
 

Sunday Car Park Rota 
Cancelled until further notice 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjyq7y6ku_cAhVR1hoKHY-9AHkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixers.se%2Ffototapeter%2Fcaffe-i-tazzina-astratto-abstrakt-kopp-kaffe-vektor-25673970&psig=AOvVaw13-Ueb
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiJj-6bq9fhAhXI4IUKHYRgAYYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F375628425154952893%2F&psig=AOvVaw34gi9V9Vxr4yjll7XFP-ZV&ust=1555597706533277
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WEDNESDAY                     
Tots Together  (Parent and Toddler Group) 10 am - 12 noon 
   Mrs Sylvia Eskins                   Tel: 9267 0524   
 

Craft Club                        10.30 am - 12.30 pm 
 

Prayer Fellowship   Mr Wesley Dickinson                7.30 pm 
                         Tel: 07918672467 or 9262 2021  
Missionary Prayer Fellowship               
   Mr Wesley Dickinson        Tel: 9262 2021  
             (4th Wednesday Monthly)        7.30 pm 
 
  

SUNDAY 
Sunday School Mrs Bertha Thompson 
   c/o Parish Office                   Tel: 9267 3271 
   2nd Sunday - Church Service      10.15 am 
   1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sunday in Halls    10.15 am 
   
Youth Fellowship    
 Fortnightly  (Year 8 and upwards)  7.30 pm - 9.00 pm 

MONDAY 
Indoor Bowls           7.30 pm 

 
Guides    Mrs Elisabeth Dougherty     Tel: 9267 3271 
Senior Section (10-15 years)        7.30 pm 

 
Rainbow Guides c/o Parish Office      Tel: 9267 3271 
   (4 - 7 years)          6.30 pm – 7.30 pm 

  

TUESDAY 
Badminton           Mr Garth Anderson                       7.30 pm 
        Tel: 9243  8971 

 
Teaching Series Archdeacon Paul Dundas              7.30 pm 

  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjpgMq4irjdAhVFzRoKHY53CL4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fsunday-school-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1NEs90cLIOMHAgV6-u5RsT&ust=1536931540867050
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjs6t-E6vneAhUOYxoKHRF-DmcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gograph.com%2Fvector-clip-art%2Fpraying-hands.html&psig=AOvVaw0dHGHI2j1lyYCe9qPzhhkF&ust=15435886659
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjs6t-E6vneAhUOYxoKHRF-DmcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gograph.com%2Fvector-clip-art%2Fpraying-hands.html&psig=AOvVaw0dHGHI2j1lyYCe9qPzhhkF&ust=15435886659
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 WEDNESDAY  - continued 
Brownies Miss Heather Boyd                      Tel:  9267 3271              
     (7-10 years)               6.30 pm   
Girls Friendly Society   
  Mrs Beryl Thompson              Tel:  07761824932 
  Teddy Bears  3–5  years       6.45 pm 
  Candidates  5–7 years     6.45 pm 
  Junior Members  7–11 years      6.45 pm 
  Members  11–15 years              8.00 pm 
Walking Group 
  Mr & Mrs David Henry             Tel:  9266 2631  
  (Meet at Bodean’s at the Omniplex for a  
  walk and a coffee)       7.00 pm 
 

THURSDAY            
The Ladybirds (Women’s Bible Study Group) 
 (1st & 3rd Thursday monthly)           10.00 am 
Acorn Club (2nd Thursday monthly)         2.30 pm 
                     Mrs Margaret Little                    Tel: 9267 1119 
            

CLB             Mr Tommy Ringland                  Tel:  9263 8252 
  (4 - 11 years)           6.45 pm 
 

Choir        7.30 pm            
  Mrs Gwen Gibson    Tel:  9260 1625 
 

Rooted (Young Adult Group) Fortnightly  
  Rev Derek Harrington        Tel: 07729341589 

FRIDAY 
Mothers’ Union  Mrs  Nola Dundas             Tel: 9266 2163 
           Mrs Valerie Christy    Tel: 9268 3590  
           (2nd Friday Monthly) 
 
Youth Club  Mr Philip Doran                Tel: 9262 2056    

 

SATURDAY 
 
Hill Walking Club  Mr David Bodell             Tel:  9266 3317 
   (2nd Saturday Monthly) 
 

 CLUB 
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. 
 
 

Wendy Gibson 
R.A.D. Teaching Certificate and 
Fully Registered R.A.D. Teacher 

 

*   Classical Ballet Training  
 from 4 years of age. 
* Pupils entered for Royal 
 Academy of Dancing  
 Examinations. 
* Classes held on Monday and 
      Friday afternoons in Christ 
 Church Hall, Lisburn. 
 

For more details contact  
028 92 629258 

David Ferguson 
 

Self Employed  

Painter and Decorator  
 

30 Years Experience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

10 Ravarnet Walk, Lisburn 

County Antrim, BT28 1NG 
 

Telephone: (M)  0790 1988 776 

 

Janard Hair 
Established  1987 

Wigs & Hair Pieces 
 

 Fully Qualified Professional Service 

 Sensitive Consultation 

 Private Appointments 

 Excellent Quality 

 Discretion Guaranteed 

 
Contact Janice confidentially  

on 07753  825  210 

No obligation 

Aiming to make 
your new hair the 

best it can 
possibly be! 
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwift4HgiuvgAhUBuRoKHejuCiIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.es%2Fpin%2F356558495494836497%2F&psig=AOvVaw0x7EMPRp7LthKbIfSBsqq0&ust=1551878011612973
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Bobby Morrison 
Funeral Directors 

2 Manor Drive, 

Lisburn, BT28 1JH 
 

Telephone:  
028  9267  4292 or 028  9266  0262 

Email: info@bobbymorrison.co.uk 

Website: www.bobbymorrison.co.uk 
 

“Independent family run business” 

 
 Perfect 

Choice  

Funeral 

Plans 

Memorial  

Masons 
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Prestige Shoe Repairs 
&  

Key Cutting 
5 Bon Accord Terrace, Smithfield 

Street, Lisburn 
(Tel: 02892 603 055) 

 High Class Boot & Shoe  
 Repairs 
 Leather Goods Repairs 
 Orthopaedic Repairs 
 Key  
 Cutting 
 Service 

 

 
 

Mark Hendron Memorials 
 

(formerly of Bobby Morrison Memorials, Lisburn) 
 

  Garden Services 

•Landscaping     •Patios     •Fencing  
•Grass Cutting      •Planting  

•Hedge Cutting   •Power Washing  
•Tree Pruning    •Drainage Work 

•Moss taken off roofs   
•Guttering cleaned out 

 
 

Memorial Care 
Services 

Unable to look after a loved ones Grave? 
We offer a Quality Personal Service to 

care for and tend Headstones, 
 Surrounds etc. 

 

All work carried out Expertly 
 

For further details  
telephone Rodney Toland on 

07753 357172 
55 Belsize Road, Lisburn 

 

 New Headstones  
 Additional Inscriptions  
 Flower Vases  
 Chippings  
 Refurbishments  
 Free Quotations 

 

 

 

Unit 39 Lisburn Enterprise Centre,  
Enterprise Crescent, Ballinderry  
Road, Lisburn, BT28 2BP 
 

Telephone: 077 3862 9783 

markhendronmemorials@gmail.com 
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WHO'S WHO IN CHRIST CHURCH 
 

PARISH STAFF 
 

RECTOR 

The Venerable Paul Dundas,  
Archdeacon of Dalriada 

Christ Church Rectory, 27 Hillsborough Road, Lisburn, BT28 1JL  

Telephone Number:  92 662163 
Mobile Number:  07740589465 

Email address:   paul_dundas@yahoo.com 
 

Curate:  Rev Derek Harrington   Tel: 07729341589 

    
          Senior Minister:  Rev John Pickering             Tel: 07752339558 
  
 Parish Reader:  Tim Littler      Tel: 07803038068 
 
 
  

CHURCH WARDENS 

Janice Thompson,  People's  Church Warden Tel: 07753825210 
Noel Cummings,  Rector’s Church Warden Tel: 07850653609                              

   

  HONORARY SECRETARY              HONORARY TREASURER 

                         Garth Anderson      Jonathan Leathem 
                          Tel:  07719724079      Tel:  07715074545                              
        

Parish Office Email Address:  iris.murphy@btconnect.com 
 

Christ Church Website Address:  www.christchurchlisburn.co.uk 
 

SEXTON 
Neil Ritchie 

Tel:  07907357666   

ORGANIST 
Ross Morrow 

Tel:  07788746992 or 028 9268 9468 

PARISH OFFICE 
Iris Murphy 

Tel: 9267 3271   


