
  

 

 
 

 

April - June 2021 

CONTACT 
Magazine 

 

“CONNECTING WITH THE LORD,  
ONE ANOTHER AND THE COMMUNITY” 

Christ Church Website Address:  www.christchurchlisburn.co.uk 

“Hope in Adversity” 



2 

 

Worship for April, May and June 2021 
 

Services in April  
will be at 11.30 am in the church as well as on livestream and  

telephone service - ring 02892 270130.    
 

Services in May and June  
will hopefully be the same pattern but we may add in an additional early 
Communion Service or Evening Prayer as long as government guidelines 

allows us to.  
Sunday, 23rd May (Pentecost Sunday) 

Guest Speaker:  Rev Stephen McElhinney (SAMS) 

Family   Matters 
 

Baptisms 
(2020) 

18  Nov  Henry James McLean 
25 Nov  Oscar Michael George McIlhatton 
13 Dec  Cillian Michael O’Neill 
 

Bereavements in the Parish 

(2020) 
Ann Patterson 
June Kathleen Hunter 
Mary Jane Hull 
Jim Moulds 
Ada Sommerville 

(2021) 
Sheila Stewart 
Ruby McCullough 
Annette Hanna 
Winston Robinson 
Nelson Ruddell 
Ivan McCammon 
Lindsay Brown 
Richard Neill 
Foster Cottney 
Annie King  
Thomas Greer 
Sally Marshall 
Ann Walker  
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Journeys through the last 4 months…. 
As I write, we are about to come out of a 
difficult lockdown over the last 10 weeks as 
January, February and March have been 
challenging at so many levels. The dark 
days with further deaths and large numbers 
in ICU with Covid-19 have been a 
continuous story but some light has come 
with people getting vaccinated. As we come 
to the 1st anniversary of the lockdown on the 

23rd March, we are conscious of over 50 parish families who have been 
bereaved in this period, people who have been ill but who are recovering 
from Covid, cancer and other illnesses, people facing financial challenges, 
home schooling, isolation from family and friends, mental health issues, 
and working from home for the first time. 
 
People have been resourceful, demonstrating prayer, faith, love and hope 
in these days. Some have got outdoors more often for that walk and even 
have enjoyed bumping into people. The temptation is to charge back into a 
routine and not take time to reflect on these months. We will have still 
restrictions in society and in our church but with so many now having 
received their vaccine, we look to plan that pathway for life in society. But 
we must be vigilant and sensible with the amount of contacts in these 
coming weeks. 
 
I am grateful for all who have sought to keep connected with one another, 
use technology to engage in our common worship, who have used the 
Lent resources for prayer and study, who have helped with the services 
online through technology, recordings of songs, prayers or readings. I 
have valued again the leadership of Derek and John in this period in 
manoeuvring a pathway in these days, supported by parishioners and the 
Vestry and staff. We valued the input of Catherine Little, Jill Hamilton 
and Victoria Jackson in our all age worship services this year and all their 
work with dramas, games, memory verses, teaching and songs. We wish 
Jill every blessing as she leaves her post in the Diocese and moves to 
Annalong with her husband Geoff as he becomes the rector of Annalong. 
Thank you to all who continue to pray for the witness of the parish and 
who are so generous with your giving to the parish and as we embark on a 
major building project with repairs to the upper part of our church tower. 
 
Some memories: 
The virtual nativity on Sunday 20th December exceeded all expectations 
due to the children recording themselves and the ‘Play it by ear’ company, 

 

Rector’s 

Corner 
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with Ross and Chris being the angels. We had around 70 in church and 10 
families connected to the Sunday School attending in person. That evening 
we had a different Carol Service with around 110 attending in the church 
and hall. We valued the presence of Bishop George Davison in preaching 
and meeting parishioners. Thank you to all who recorded the Carols for 
the service along with ‘Love came down at Christmas’ by some members 
of Belfast Community Gospel Choir.  
 
The services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day were much smaller 
gatherings but again in the knowledge of people joining in online. It was 
unfortunate that we had no heating over that weekend but was grateful that 
we got oil on Boxing Day. It was such a joy to have so many greetings on 
Christmas morning from Canada, Australia and Uganda, Richard Bamford 
and our staff. Our worship was different but meaningful and reverent to 
the One who came as Saviour of the world. How again the message of 
Advent and Christmas spoke into the challenges of these days, light into 
darkness, hope where there is despair, peace when troubled, love when so 
many have needs, and forgiveness when we are broken and sinful. The 
birth of an infant 2000 years ago still has so much significance to our 
society, particularly knowing that Jesus was ‘Emmanuel’ - God with us. 
We are not alone.  
 
Worship over the New Year period was very low key with small numbers 
attending but this also was with a period of cold weather. The bonus was 
that people joined in online or on the phone service. This is crucial with 
issues such as bad weather, fears and restrictions shaping people’s 
routines. This was further enforced when our Select Vestry met on 
Wednesday, 6th January to reflect on growing infection rates and calls for 
a lockdown. The following day our Bishops issued a statement that our 
buildings would be closed for worship starting on Sunday 10th January. 
We were back to a livestream. The Vestry made the decision that the 
church and office would be closed in this period as well. This was a 
difficult period for so many but as March began, we saw some light with 
infection rates down, less people in ICU and some children returning to 
school. Iris returned to work in the Parish Office on Monday, 8th March. 
 
Private Prayer: 
During Advent, the church was open each Tuesday morning and thank you 
to the team who organised each morning and on Sundays and for funerals 
or baptisms. The open space has been a blessing as people journeyed to 
the church whilst being safe to encounter the Lord. The Vestry are looking 
at opening up the church in Holy Week for private prayer, such as on the 
Tuesday morning [10.00  am – 12 noon] and Good Friday [12  noon – 
3.00  pm]. 
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Generosity: 
The items that were donated to the Salvation Army and Lisburn Foodbank 
this year were much appreciated by each organisation and made a huge 
difference into the lives of individuals and families over Christmas. I 
would suggest that what was donated this year was probably the most 
donated in recent years and especially with restrictions. 
 
The Christmas bauble scheme for St Apollo raised £550.00. It is enriching 
when we think of others in the parish and at this school community. We 
further rejoiced when we received a video greeting from the principal at St 
Apollo to wish us a Happy Christmas but they also were so grateful for the 
teddy bears that were posted in November. We rejoiced that they got to the 
school. 
 
In addition, parishioner’s generosity to the life of the parish was shaped by 
many people using Standing Orders to pay regularly into the witness of the 
parish. This was felt especially in January – March this year when we 
were in lockdown. The generosity to the Tower Fund was amazing as we 
had no fundraising events in 2020 but over £40,000.00 was contributed by 
direct giving. As I write, we are hoping to hear the cost for this project 
very soon and we will update parishioners in due course regarding the start 
of the project as well as the cost.  
 
Lent 2021: 
As we moved into February and the season of Lent [17th February] we 
were still in lockdown and produced a resource “Together in Lent” which 
included weekly collects, a daily Psalm and reading from John’s Gospel. 
We signposted parishioners to various books, an all age resource to take 
up things in Lent as well as the normal penitential aspects to the season. 
Over this last year, it has been refreshing to know that through the daily 
readings and video devotionals, we have sought to listen to God’s Word 
and live it out. 
 
The Lent project this year is to support the work of “Baby Basics” 
particularly in Belfast. The items that parishioners can collect are listed in 
the magazine. We would suggest that items should be brought to the office 
around Easter. 
 
We had a livestream service on Ash Wednesday evening and parishioners 
could also watch Bishop George and his weekly reflections based on the 
theme “Faith in the tough times.” 
 
Our weekly Lent service focused on the daily reading from John’s Gospel 
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as we looked at the person of Jesus. 
 
The news from our Executive on Thursday 18th February saw the 
lockdown further extended for us as churches to the 1st April which is 
Maundy Thursday. There were small changes in education as children 
would return to school in various age groups from Monday 8th March. 
 
The Bible Course: 
Monday nights from the 1st February took on a new purpose in parish life 
with a teaching series called “The Bible Course” from the Bible Society. 
This new season of church life allowed us to try another night with the 8 
sessions covering the big story of the Bible. We had 25 parishioners 
joining in on Zoom with 2 videos each evening as well as breakout rooms 
for group work. One aspect for the study that enriched our preparation was 
the course booklet which was £5. Copies are still available for 
parishioners. Each week we used daily readings to prepare us for the 
Monday night. We will get further feedback in the coming days but in 
leading the course, it enriched my understanding of the story of the Bible 
in a new and deeper way as well as sharing this journey with parishioners. 
The opportunity to meet in lockdown, build fellowship, share stories of 
faith, study God’s big story and go deeper in his word was truly a blessing. 
 
Shaken Course: 
Our curate Derek and Kelly Cummings facilitated with Christina Ballie 5 
Thursday evenings for our young people from P7 to Year 11. It was so 
encouraging to have this time for our young people using this resource. 
 
Holy Week and Easter: 
Our services in Holy Week will be online but we are sharing with a 
number of other churches in our city and locality. On the evening of Palm 
Sunday we will be having a “messy church” event for our primary aged 
children at 6.30 pm. 
 
Each morning of Holy Week at 7.00 am, we will have a 20-25 minute 
reflection from our city centre churches as we look at Jesus as the 
“Passover Lamb.” We will look at some of the concepts of the Passover 
with input from families and young people as well as the leaders in the 
churches. 
 
Each evening at 7.00 pm we are sharing with 7 other churches in our Rural 
Deanery of Lisburn and Derriaghy, based on the theme “Hope is Alive”. 
This is the first time we have worked together during Holy Week and we 
will have Bishop George speak on Good Friday. 
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Normally on Maundy Thursday we serve the community with a BBQ but 
this year we will send cards to parishioners in nursing homes and deliver 
some goodies to local businesses and those who serve our local 
community around the Church. We encourage parishioners to demonstrate 
“acts of random kindness” to a neighbour or parishioner. Be creative. 
 
We will have private prayer on Good Friday from 12 noon to 3.00 pm in 
the Church. Please bring your own Bibles to read the Gospel accounts of 
the crucifixion of Jesus. 
 
For Easter Sunday, we will be back in Church at 11.30 am with an 
overflow in the hall as well but with social distancing, sanitising hands and 
the wearing of masks.  
 
If you cannot get to church on Easter Sunday, the Select Vestry will allow 
parishioners to drop off their FWO envelopes on Thursday 8th April from 
7.00 pm - 8.00 pm at the entrance to the church. 
 
On Sundays after Easter we will be looking at 1st John for our study of 
scripture.  
 
As we journey out of lockdown and through Holy Week to Easter, 
reflecting love, suffering, pain, loss, hope and new life, I return to words 
that keep us on the right pathway: 
‘Be joyful in Hope, Patient in Affliction,  Faithful in Prayer’.   [Romans 
12: 12] 
 
Blessings in the name of the One who gave his life for us but who is 
reigning in glory but with us. 
 
Paul 

Easter General Vestry 
 

The General Easter Vestry is on 
 Thursday 22nd April at 7.30 pm  

in the Hall.  
 

This meeting will be dependent on whether the regulations will allow the 
gathering of more than 40 people indoors.  

We will keep parishioners posted on this matter. 
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Tower Repair Fund 
 

Total amount received  

to date 

 is  

£163,142.77 

Flowers for the Holy Table 
 

The Flower Rota for 2021 is displayed on the Notice Board in the main 
Church porch.  At the moment there are many vacancies.  See page 41 for 

Flower Rota vacancies.  Thank you to all parishioners 
who have already provided flowers.  Now is the perfect 
time to consider putting flowers on the Holy table to 
remember an anniversary, to thank God for His 
blessings or just to enhance the church building for 
worship.  Having chosen your date, please write your 
name beside your chosen date on the Flower Rota.  
Alternatively you can email the Parish Office with your 
chosen date(s) to iris.murphy@btconnect.com 

 

 

 
Thank you to all parishioners who supported the work of the Salvation 
Army at Christmastime. 
 

Thanks also to everyone who supported the work of the Lisburn 
Foodbank at Christmastime. The Lisburn Foodbank packed 450 hampers 
on-site and provided a further 250 hampers through key partners.  400 
families received pyjamas from the Foodbank and a further 4 agencies 
received pyjamas for their families.  They gave out 300 butchers vouchers 
and provided a further 50 families with a full Christmas dinner pack. 

Give Blood, Save Lives 
St Patrick’s Pastoral Centre, Lisburn 

Wednesday, 31st March & Thursday, 1st April 
1 pm - 4pm & 5 pm - 7.30 pm 

By appointment only - Please call 08085 534 653 to book. 
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Finance Update 

2020 - What a year! Could anyone have predicted what has happened? 
We started with a normal year and by March we were in lockdown with 
Church services suspended.  This had a detrimental effect on our Church 
income.  Freewill Offering envelopes and Tower Repair income dried up 
along with many of our regular space holders in the Car Park not 
requiring their spaces as they were on furlough or working from 
home.  We arranged special evenings for drop off of envelopes and also 
made arrangements that envelopes could be left in Church when open for 
private prayer or left at the Rectory or Church Office.  This was very 
successful. Thank you for the generosity. 
 
Overall, Freewill Offering income for 2020 fell by around 10%. Monthly 
Car Park income reduced even more, with Saturday Car Park income 
reducing significantly. 
 
On the expenses side, outgoings reduced. Savings were made on salaries 
as non-clerical staff were placed on furlough and with church and our 
halls closed, we made significant savings on electric and heating costs. 
Other general running costs also reduced and there was a significant 
reduction achieved on our Car Park Rates. 
 
The year end has now passed and Accounts have been forwarded to the 
Accountants for completion.  Income whilst reduced, has exceeded 
expenditure and resulted in a small surplus position. In addition, the 
Tower Fund brought in just under £50,000 despite there being no 
opportunities for fund raising. Generosity is amazing after a difficult year 
and we thank our parishioners for their continued support in these 
difficult times. 
 
Now in 2021, we find ourselves in lockdown again. It could be difficult 
and challenging when we get back to ‘normality’ and incur normal 
running costs and start the Tower Project. We need to ensure that we 
maintain our income levels. 
 
Let us hope we are now nearing an end to this pandemic and that our 
Church and organisations will reopen as close to normal as 
possible.    Hopefully we will all get back to Church soon, until then 
KEEP SAFE. 
 
Jonathan Leathem 
(Honorary Treasurer) 
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STATEMENT FROM  
THE CHURCH OF IRELAND BISHOPS  

IN NORTHERN IRELAND  
ST PATRICK’S DAY 2021  

 
Last year on St Patrick’s Day, advice was issued to all our clergy with the 
unprecedented instruction that in the light of evolving Government 
advice, until further notice, all Sunday and midweek services should be 
suspended, and all Parish organisations and activities should cease. At 
that time, we had little knowledge of Covid-19 nor could we have 
imagined the devastating impact it would have upon the world, our 
country and on individual lives. We continue to remember in our prayers 
the sick, the bereaved, the isolated and fearful and also to give thanks to 
God for the courageous and sacrificial actions of our health care workers 
who have worked tirelessly in our hospitals and wider community to care 
for all whom the virus has impacted upon most directly.  
 
 
 A difficult year has passed, and a hard road has been travelled but we 
have reached a new junction. In person gatherings for worship and Parish 
organisations have been voluntarily suspended since early in January 
2021, but we have decided that the time has now come for a cautious and 
careful return to in-person church services from Good Friday (2nd April 
2021). This news will be warmly welcomed but is simply permissive 
rather than instructive. Some may wish to continue online and/or drive-in 
services for the time being due to their own local situation. From 1st April 
outdoor gatherings in a public space will allow for 10 people from 2 
households to meet up. This therefore means that customary Easter Dawn 
services cannot take place this year in their normal form. Parish activities 
and meetings also remain suspended in the interim, but meetings of 
General Vestry can take place at the close of Sunday worship as part of an 

  
The Bishop of Connor 
The Rt. Revd. George Davison 
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in-person gathering.  
 
No changes have been made to the operation of church buildings as places 
of worship. Congregation numbers will continue for the time being to be 
limited according to 2 metre social distancing seating capacity. Parish 
officers must carry out a risk assessment and ensure that good mitigation 
is in place and that face coverings are worn by congregation members on 
their arrival and exit from the church building and throughout services. 
We all need to play our part in preventing any further transmission of 
Covid-19 within the community. Marriages and funerals will continue to 
take place in line with the current restrictions.  
 
We note that the same position of a cautious return to in-person worship 
at Easter time has been adopted by the Methodist Church, Presbyterian 
Church and Roman Catholic Church and welcome the co-operation and 
strong working relationship between the churches.  
 
The message of Easter is one of Hope. From the cross of Calvary to the 
empty tomb, from death to new life. Echoing the words of the First 
Minister yesterday, we would encourage everyone to reflect on the road 
we together have travelled and to continue to pray this Easter for recovery 
from the pandemic, healing, peace, and a renewed hope. As we journey 
onwards, we are mindful that we still have further to travel, but we do so 
trusting in our crucified and risen Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

  

Church House, 61-67 Donegall Street, Belfast BT1 2QH  
Tel: 028 90 828870, Email: bishop@connordiocese.org  
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22 Key Bible Verses  
to  

Memorise: 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. - John 
3:16 
 
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 
- Jeremiah 29:11 
 
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 
not proud. - 1 Corinthians 13:4 
 
I can do all this through him who gives me strength. - Philippians 
4:13 
 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose. - Romans 
8:28 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
your paths straight. - Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. -
Psalm 46:1 
 
For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love and self-discipline. - 2 Timothy 1:7 
 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with 
you wherever you go. - Joshua 1:9 
 
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. - Matthew 11:28 
 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.  -
Psalm 107:1 
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Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful 
and effective. - James 5:16 
 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. - Isaiah 9:6 
 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the father except through me.” - John 14:6 
 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one 
can boast. - Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come! - 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. – Romans 8: 1 
 
No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and Money. - Luke 16:13 
 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, because God is love. - 1 John 4:7-
8 
 
In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. - Matthew 5:16 
 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age. – Matthew 28: 19, 20 
 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ – Matthew 22: 37-39 
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Bible Readings 
Parishioners can also use the Together in Lent readings which are printed 
below. 

 
Sunday 28th March, Palm Sunday 
Psalm 118: 1-2 & 19-29 & John 12: 19-29 
God of all, you gave your only-begotten Son to take the form of a servant, 
and to be obedient even to death on a cross; give us the same mind that 
was in Christ Jesus that, sharing in his humility, we may come to be with 
him in his glory, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Monday 29th March 
Psalm 36: 5-11 - God’s character is infinitely beyond our words or 
thoughts. Praise Him!! 
John 12: 1-11 - Mary sets a vivid example of costly love and devotion to 
Jesus. 
 

Tuesday 30th March 
Psalm 71: 1-14 - Challenges may come his way, but psalmist still 
determined to “praise God more and more.” 
John 12: 20-36 - Following the crucified Christ is costly. Who are we 
bringing glory to? 
 

Wednesday 31st March 
Psalm 70 - Notice how the psalmist’s prayer is for others. 
John 13: 21-32 - Imagine how the disciples would have felt hearing this 
revelation from Jesus. 
 

Thursday 1st April 
Psalm 116: 1, 10-17 - What can you do to bring your praise and worship 
to God this day? 
John 13: 1-17 & 31b-35 - Foot-washing was a lowly job. What might this 
sort of loving service look like today? 
 

Friday 2nd April, Good Friday 
Psalm 22 - Pain, anguish, suffering – How do we respond when faced 
with adversity? 
John 18: 1 – 19: 42 - It is FINISHED! – Jesus has paid ransom to heal, 
restore and forgive us. 
Almighty Father, look with mercy on this your family for which our Lord 
Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed and given up into the hands of 
sinners and to suffer death upon the cross; who is alive and glorified with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
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Saturday 3rd April 
Psalm 31: 1-4 & 15-16 - A Psalm of TOTAL TRUST in the unwavering 
love of God. 
John 19: 38-42 - Can you imagine how these two disciples must have felt 
placing Jesus’ dead body in the tomb? 
 

Sunday 4th April, Easter Sunday 
Psalm 118 & John 20: 1-18 
Almighty God, through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ you have 
overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, 
as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, so 
by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus 
Christ our risen Lord who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Monday 5th April 
Psalm 2 - Turmoil in the world but God is on the throne. 
John 14: 1-14 - Jesus, the way and the truth and the LIFE. 
 

Tuesday 6th April 
Psalm 63 - Sustained by God when thirsty, in the sanctuary and on his 
bed. 
John 14: 15-31 - Another “advocate” – who helps us and is with us. 
 

Wednesday 7th April 
Psalm 57 - Refuge in the shadow of God’s wings. 
John 15: 1-11 - Remain in Jesus to bear fruit. 
 

Thursday 8th April 
Psalm 30 - Wailing turned into dancing. 
John 15: 12-27 - Greater love is laying down your life for others. 
 

Friday 9th April 
Psalm 29 - Power and majesty and splendour and authority belong to the 
Lord. 
John 16: 1-15 - The Holy Spirit - convicting the world of sin, 
righteousness and judgement. 
 

Saturday 10th April 
Psalm 103 - Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
John 16: 16-33 - Grief will turn to joy. 

 

(Readings continued) 

(Readings continued overleaf) 
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 April 
Thurs, 1st Apr Psalm 116: 1, 10-17  Exodus 12: 1-4,  John 13: 1-17, 
     11-14   31b-35 

Fri, 2nd Apr Psalm 22  Isaiah 52: 13-53:12 John 18: 1-19:42 

Sat, 3rd Apr Psalm 31: 1-4, 15-16 Job 14: 1-14  John 19: 38-42 

 

Sun, 4th Apr Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 Isaiah 25: 6-9  John 20: 1-18 

Mon, 5th Apr Psalms 2, 110, 149  Jonah 2: 1-9  John 14: 1-14 

Tues, 6th Apr Psalms 63, 146  Isaiah 30: 18-21 John 14: 15-31 

Wed, 7th Apr Psalms 57, 147: 13-21 Micah 7: 7-15  John 15: 1-11 

Thurs 8th Apr Psalms 30, 148  Ezek 37: 1-14  John 15: 12-27 

Fri, 9th Apr Psalms 29, 147: 1-12 Dan 12: 1-4, 13 John 16: 1-15 

Sat, 10th Apr Psalms 103, 150  Isaiah 25: 1-9  John 16: 16-33 

 

Sun, 11th Apr Psalm 133  Isaiah 26: 2-9, 19 John 20: 19-31 

Mon, 12th Apr Psalm 81  Dan 1: 1-21  John 17: 1-11 

Tues, 13th Apr Psalm 135  Dan 2: 1-16  John 17: 12-19 

Wed, 14th Apr Psalm 139  Dan 2: 17-30  John 17:20-26 

Thurs, 15th Apr Psalm 33  Dan 2: 31-49  Luke 3:1-14 

Fri, 16th Apr Psalm 30  Dan 3: 1-18  Luke 3 : 15-22 

Sat, 17th Apr Psalm 118  Dan 3: 19-4: 3 Luke 4: 1-13 

 

Sun, 18th Apr Psalm 4   Micah 4:1-5  Luke 24: 36b-48 

Mon, 19th Apr Psalm 115  Dan 4: 4-27  Luke 4: 14-30 

Tues, 20th Apr Psalm 118  Dan 4: 28-37  Luke 4: 31-37 

Wed, 21st Apr Psalm 103  Dan 5: 1-12  Luke 4: 38-44 

Thurs, 22nd Apr Psalm 139  Dan 5: 13-31  Luke 5: 1-11 

Fri, 23rd Apr Psalms 113, 114  Dan 6: 1-15  Luke 5: 12-26 

Sat, 24th Apr Psalm 116  Dan 6: 16-28  Luke 5: 27-39 

 

Sun, 25th Apr Psalm 23  Ezekiel 34: 1-10 John 10: 11-18 

Mon, 26th Apr Psalm 37: 23-41  Isaiah 62: 6-10 Mark 13: 5-13 

Tues, 27th Apr Psalm 33  Proverbs 2: 1-15 Luke 6: 12-26 

     28-13: 22 

Wed, 28th Apr Psalm 105: 1-22  Proverbs 12:   Luke 6: 27-38 

Thurs, 29th Apr Psalm 81  Proverbs 16: 1-16 Luke 6: 39-49 

Fri, 30th Apr Psalm 107: 1-32  Proverbs 22: 17-29 Luke 7: 1-17 

 

May 

Sat, 1st May Psalm 139: 1-18, 23-24 Proverbs 4: 10-18 John 14: 1-14 

Sun, 2nd May Psalm 22: 25-31  Deut 4: 32-40  John 15: 1-8 

(Readings continued) 
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Mon, 3rd May Psalm 66  Proverbs 23: 19-24:2 Luke 7: 36-50 

Tues, 4th May Psalm 103  Proverbs 24: 3-14 Luke 8: 1-15 

Wed, 5th May Psalm 105: 23-45  Proverbs 24: 15-34 Luke 8: 16-25 

Thurs, 6th May Psalm 118  Proverbs 30: 1-9 Luke 8: 26-39 

Fri, 7th May Psalm 107: 33-43  Proverbs 30: 18-31 Luke 8: 40-56 

Sat, 8th May Psalm 136  Proverbs 31: 10-31 Luke 9: 1-17 

 

Sun, 9th May Psalm 98  Isaiah 45: 11-13,  John 15: 9-17 

     18-19 

Mon, 10th May Psalm 106: 1-23  Deut 8: 1-10  Luke 9: 18-27 

Tues, 11th May Psalm 78: 1-39  Deut 8: 11-20  Luke 11: 1-13 

Wed, 12th May Psalm 77  2 Kings 2: 1-15 Luke 12: 22-31 

Thurs, 13th May  Psalm 47  Daniel 7: 9-14 Luke 24: 44-53 

Fri, 14th May Psalms 16, 147: 1-12 1 Sam 2: 27-35 John  15: 9-17 

Sat, 15th May Psalm 34  Ezekiel 3: 4-27 Luke 9: 37-50 

 

Sun, 16th May Psalm 1   Exodus 28: 1-10,  John 17: 6-19 

     29-30 

Mon, 17th May Psalm 18: 1-30  Ezekiel 4: 1-17 Luke 9: 51-62 

Tues, 18th May Psalm 66  Ezekiel 7: 10-27 Luke 10: 1-17 

Wed, 19th May Psalm 29  Ezekiel 11: 14-25 Luke 10: 17-24 

Thurs, 20th May Psalm 144  Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 19-32 Luke 10: 25-37 

Fri, 21st May Psalms 46, 76  Ezekiel 34: 17-31 Luke 10: 38-42 

Sat, 22nd May Psalms 48, 87  Ezekiel 43: 1-12 Luke 11: 14-23 

 

Sun, 23rd May Psalm 104: 26-37b  Ezekiel 37: 1-14 John 15: 26-27, 
        16:4b-15 

Mon, 24th May Psalm 119: 81-96  Deut 4: 1-14  Luke 14: 25-35 

Tues, 25th May Psalm 119: 113-128  Deut 4: 15-24  Luke 15: 1-10 

Wed, 26th May Psalm 119: 145-160  Deut 4: 25-31  Luke 15: 1-2, 11-
        32 

Thurs, 27th May Psalms 120-123  Deut 4: 32-40  Luke 16: 1-9 

Fri, 28th May Psalms 128-130  Deut 5: 1-22  Luke 16: 10-17 

Sat, 29th May Psalms 133, 135  Deut 5: 22-33  Luke 16: 19-31 

 

Sun, 30th May Psalm 29  Isaiah 6: 1-8  John 3: 1-17 

Mon, 31st May Psalms 85, 150  1 Samuel 2: 1-10 Mark 3: 31-35 

 

June 
Tues, 1st Jun Psalm 144  Deut 12: 1-12  Luke 17: 11-19 
Wed, 2nd Jun Psalm 145  Deut 13: 1-11  Luke 17: 20-37 
Thurs, 3rd Jun Psalm 147  Deut 16: 18-20,  Luke 18: 1-8 
     17: 14-20 
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Fri, 4th Jun Psalms 149, 150  Deut 26: 1-11  Luke 18: 9-14 
Sat,  5th Jun Psalms 5-7  Deut 29: 1-15  Luke 18: 15-30 

Sun, 6th Jun Psalm 138  1 Sam 8: 4-11, 16-20 Mark 3: 20-35 

Mon, 7th Jun Psalm 9   Deut 29: 1, 16-29 Luke 18: 31-43 

Tues, 8th Jun Psalms 12-14  Deut 30: 1-20  Luke 19: 1-10 

Wed, 9th Jun Psalm 34: 1-8  Isaiah 42: 5-12 John 12: 20-26 

Thurs 10th Jun Psalm 19  Song of Solomon 2:  Luke 19: 28-40 

     8-17 

Fri, 11th Jun Psalms 107, 117  Jer 9: 23-24  John 15: 12-17 

Sat, 12th Jun Psalm 25  Song of Solomon  Luke 20: 1-8 

     7:10-8:7 

 

Sun, 13th Jun Psalm 20  1 Sam 15: 34-16: 13 Mark 4: 26-34 

Mon, 14th Jun Psalm 27  1 Sam 1: 1-20  Luke 20: 9-19 

Tues, 15th Jun Psalm 31  1 Sam 1: 21-2: 11 Luke 20: 19-26 

Wed, 16th Jun Psalm 33  1 Sam 2: 12-26 Luke 20: 27-40 

Thurs, 17th Jun Psalm 35  1 Sam 2: 27-36 Luke 20: 41-21: 4 

Fri, 18th Jun Psalm 37: 1-17  1 Sam 3: 1-4  Luke 21: 5-19 

Sat, 19th Jun Psalm 38  1 Sam 4: 1b-22 Luke 21: 20-28 

 

Sun, 20th Jun Psalm 9: 9-20  1 Sam 17:   Mark 4: 35-41 

     57-18: 5-16 

Mon, 21st Jun Psalm 40  1 Sam 5: 1-12  Luke 21: 29-36 

Tues, 22nd Jun Psalm 41  1 Sam 6: 1-16  Luke 21: 37-22: 13 

Wed 23rd Jun Psalm 34  1 Sam 7: 2-17  Luke 22: 14-23 

Thurs 24th Jun Psalms 50, 149  Malachi 3: 1-6 Luke 3: 1-17 

Fri, 25th Jun Psalm 51  1 Sam 9: 1-14  Luke 22: 31-38 

Sat, 26th Jun Psalms 52, 53  1 Sam 9: 15-10: 1 Luke 22: 39-51 

 

Sun, 27th Jun Psalm 130  2 Sam 1:1, 17-27 Mark 5: 21-43 

Mon, 28th Jun Psalms 57, 58  1 Sam 10: 1-24 Luke 22: 52-62 

Tues, 29th Jun Psalms 71, 113  Isaiah 49: 1-6  Matt 16: 13-19 

Wed, 30th Jun Psalms 64, 65  1 Sam 12: 1-6, 16-25 Luke 23: 1-12 

(Readings continued) 

Bible Verse of the Month 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 
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Prayer Points  
for  

April, May and June 2021 
 
 

 Giving thanks for the leadership of the clergy, staff, Select Vestry, 
leaders and parishioners to enable people to be connected at this time 
despite the buildings being closed from January to March. The gift of 
technology to livestream our services on a Sunday and on a 
Wednesday during Lent. 

 For our shared worship during Holy Week with other denominations in 
our city as well as with 7 other Church of Ireland churches in the rural 
deanery. 

 The easing of restrictions from the 2nd of April allowing the reopening 
of the church for public worship. The management of this by the 
Vestry to keep us all safe and for our continued vigilance for 
everyone’s wellbeing. 

 For our parish organisations in keeping people connected and how to 
manage getting back together later in this year. 

 For parishioners’ generosity to the Lisburn Foodbank, Salvation Army 
appeal, Baby Basics Lent appeal and Tower Fund. 

 For our pastoral care to those who have had a bereavement, who are in 
hospital, undergoing treatment, waiting on an appointment, had a 
wedding or baptism.  

 Thankfulness for the NHS, its staff in hospitals, the community and 
care homes. For all who sustain our community at this time including 
our farmers, those in education, our emergency services, shop owners, 
utility suppliers and the church. 

 Giving thanks for the development of vaccines against Covid-19 and 
the rollout in our country to over 600,000 people at present. 

 For godly wisdom for our political leaders in shaping our lives and 
wellbeing in the coming months. 

 For our brothers and sisters in Christ in Matana Diocese, Burundi and 
at St Apollo School which is opening up for more classes, as well as 
Churches in Luwero Diocese in Uganda.  

 For the Diocese of Yei in electing a new Bishop to succeed Bishop 
Hilary who is now retired. 

 For Bishop George in his leadership in the Diocese at this time. 
 For the daily nurture of God’s word and prayer to sustain, guide and 

encourage us and particularly the 25 parishioners who journeyed with 
the Bible Course over 8 sessions. 
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May 13 - 23, Thy Kingdom Come 

[Ascension to Pentecost] 

 
Thursday 13th May, Ascension Thursday 

Psalm 47 
 
Acts 1:1-11 - Jesus returns to the Father but there is the promise of the 
Holy Spirit, his power to be witnesses.  
 
Prayer: All working in our hospitals, care homes and the community and 
all who sustain the wellbeing of the nation at this time. Our emergency 
services. For all who are grieving the loss of a loved one. 
The ministry of chaplains in our hospitals, hospices and prisons. 
 

Friday 14th May 
Psalm 93 
 
Ephesians 2: 1-10 - We were once hopeless and helpless without Christ, 
but God has lavished His grace on all who put their trust in Jesus through 
His saving initiative. 
 
Prayer: Our business community recovering after lockdowns, 
particularly those self-employed and all agencies supporting the 
unemployed.  
The ministry of Tearfund. 
 

Saturday 15th May 
Psalm 8 
 
Ephesians 2: 11-22 - Reconciliation through Christ and the Cross and 
how it works out in our relationships especially in our nation. 
 
Prayer: Renewal in our land and for people to find hope in Jesus Christ.  
The work of Crown Jesus Ministries. 
 

Sunday 16th May 
Psalm 1 
 
Ephesians 1: 15-23 and Acts 1:1-11 - The consequences of Jesus 
returning to the Father for us as his witnesses and in the prayer by Paul, 
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that Jesus is the One he prays to for other believers (to know him better, 
know this hope, inheritance and great power). 
 
Prayer: Our church family in Christ Church as we re-connect after 
lockdown, our brothers and sisters in Christ in our city and in Luwero 
Diocese, Uganda and Matana Diocese in Burundi especially the Church 
and school at St Apollo.  
The ministry of CMS Ireland and the election of a new Bishop for Yei 
Diocese. 
For Bishop George in his leadership in the Diocese. 
 

Monday 17th May 
Psalm 47 
 
Ephesians 3: 1-13 - Paul describes God’s eternal purposes so as to 
reassure Gentile believers that they are just as much a part of the body of 
Christ as their fellow Jewish converts. 
 
Prayer: All in our education sector in the provision of the learning 
environment for children and young people; teaching in new ways and the 
funding of all sectors in education.  
The ministry of Scripture Union in our schools. 
 

Tuesday 18th May 
Psalm 93 
 
Ephesians 3: 14-21 - A prayer by Paul for the believers for “strength”, to 
be rooted in love and believe in the God who does immeasurably more! 
 
Prayer: The ministry of chaplains in hospitals, hospices and prisons. All 
engaged in mental health provision and counselling. The role of 
undertakers supporting families at a time of loss. 
The ministry of the Churches Ministry of Healing with the Rev Pat 
Mollan. 
 

Wednesday 19th May 
Psalm 8 
 
Ephesians 4:1-16 - Paul exhorts the church to unity based on the truths of 
the one God and His one work of salvation. 
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Prayer: Our farmers, those who work at sea and in our factories to 
provide us with our food. All involved in the transport of goods and 
services.  
The ministry of Fields of Life in terms of education, water drilling and 
bringing hope to communities. 
 

Thursday 20th May 
Psalm 1 
 
Ephesians 4: 17-32 - Putting on the new self in Christ, putting off the old 
ways. Kindness and compassion. 
 
Prayer: All working in our hospitals, care homes and the community and 
all who sustain the wellbeing of our nation at this time. Our emergency 
services. 
The ministry of the Bible Society, giving thanks for the 25 parishioners 
who journey with ‘The Bible Course’. 
 

Friday 21st May 
Psalm 103: 1-12 
 
Ephesians 5: 1-20 - Paul gives general instructions on how Christians are 
to lead holy lives. He centres on wisdom in speech, sexual purity, 
associations, and other similar aspects of a thankful life. 
 
Prayer: Our leaders in Government in Stormont, City Council and in 
London, for godly wisdom in dealing with Covid-19 at this time as people 
get vaccinated and as we journey as a society as regulations lessen. All 
involved in the charity sector as they adjust to these times and keep 
providing a service. 
The work of Stepping Stones and the Simon Community in our city. 
 

Saturday 22nd May 
Psalm 103: 13-22 
 
Ephesians 6:10-24 - Spiritual warfare and using the pieces of the armour 
of God to be strong in the Lord. Seeing prayer as part of our armour to 
advance the Kingdom. 
 
Prayer: Renewal in our land and for people to find hope in Jesus Christ. 
The ministry of Lisburn Foodbank and Lisburn Christians against 
Poverty. 
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Sunday 23rd May, PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

Psalm 104: 24-35 
 
Acts 2: 1-21 - The coming and empowering of the Holy Spirit upon the 
disciples. 
 
Prayer: Unity of the Church in our city and nation, boldness in living and 
witnessing for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
For Rev Stephen McElhinney who is our preacher today. Stephen works 
for the South America Mission Society. 
 
Almighty God, who on the day of Pentecost sent your Holy Spirit to the 
apostles with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame, filling them 
with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: 
By the power of the same Spirit strengthen us to witness to your truth and 
to draw everyone to the fire of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen [Pentecost Sunday] 
 
Faithful God, who fulfilled the promises of Easter by sending us your 
Holy Spirit and opening to every race and nation the way of life eternal: 
Open our lips by your Spirit, that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen [post communion prayer for 
Pentecost] 
 
Good morning heavenly Father, good morning Lord Jesus, good morning 
Holy Spirit. 
Heavenly Father, I worship you as the creator and sustainer of the 
universe. 
Lord Jesus, I worship you, Savior and Lord of the world. 
Holy Spirit, I worship you, sanctifier of the people of God. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
Heavenly Father, I pray that I may live this day in your presence and 
please you more and more. 
Lord Jesus, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you. 
Holy Spirit, I pray that this day you will fill me with yourself and cause 
your fruit to ripen in my life: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God, have mercy 
upon me. Amen.– John Stott, quoted in Basic Christian: The Inside Story 
of John Stott  
 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0830838465?ie=UTF8&tag=redletters-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0830838465
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0830838465?ie=UTF8&tag=redletters-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0830838465
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We Must All  
Keep On Praying 

 
 

People often ask the question, Why do I need to pray? I think that the 
simple answer to that question is this. If Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
needed to pray and make vital personal contact with The Father every 
single day, do you not think that there is a possibility that we need to do 
the same. During this Covid nightmare of uncertainty, we must all 
redouble our efforts to honour Our Father Who Art In Heaven. In James 
Chapter 4, the words of Jesus, “You receive not, because you do not ask.” 
 
As Jesus conducted His Ministry on this earth, again and again His 
followers watched as He made a priority of prayer. So why did He invest 
so much time talking to God? Jesus came to earth as one of us, a human 
being, and He needed to hear The Father’s Voice. He needed to pour out 
His soul and have that fellowship with The Father. Quite simply, He 
needed that strength and guidance as He walked this earth as a human 
being. 
 
As you read this article, I want you to take on board that when you pray, 
remember that it is an open door into the presence of our God and our 
Creator, where we can praise Him for who He is. The Apostle Paul states 
so beautifully in Philippians Chapter 4. 
 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything; tell 
God your needs, and don’t forget to thank Him for His answers. If 
you do this, you will experience God’s peace, which is far more 
wonderful than the human mind can understand. His peace will 
keep your thoughts and your hearts quiet and at rest as you trust 
in Christ Jesus” 

 

As Christians, we must never allow ourselves to be discouraged. There 
have been times in my own life when I have prayed and prayed, and even 
shed a quiet tear because the answer I was looking for did not come. So 
it’s so easy to lose heart.  However, when all is said and done, we must 
trust in Him completely. There is a reason for every season. 
 
What wonderful comfort The Lord’s Disciples must have felt as they sat 
in The Upper Room when Jesus offered them a way to keep in touch with 
Him after He left this earth. Jesus assured them that He would be listening 
and that He would answer their prayers, they simply had to ask in His 
Name. 
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“And whatever you ask in My Name, that I will do, that The 
Father may be glorified in The Son. If you ask anything in My 
Name, I will do it.”   John Chapter 14. 

 
In closing, this beautiful verse from Psalm 73 v 26. 

“My health may fail, and my spirit may grow weak, but God 
remains the strength of my heart; He is mine forever.” 

 
Wesley Dickinson 
(Prayer Fellowship) 

(continued from previous page) 

Baby Basics Belfast needs your help!  
During this global pandemic we have seen a significant rise in the number 
of referrals we are receiving in the Connect Base on the Shankill Road. 
From October until December 2020, we packed and sent out 77 Baby 
Basics packs full of essentials for young families. Our biggest challenge 
has been getting enough Moses Baskets as most referrals require one.  

 

We are delighted that you are going to support us during Lent 2021 and 
the following is a list of items we are currently in need of:  

 
For Baby:  

• Moses Baskets (New or 2nd Hand)  

• Sheets for Moses Baskets  

• Baby Baths (New or 2nd hand)  

• Baby sponges  

• Baby lotion  

• Nappy sacks  

• Baby Head to Toe wash  

• Cotton Wool  

 
Each pack costs a certain amount for packaging, Moses basket, baby bath 
or laundry bag, so we are happy to receive gifts of money too.  

 
Baby Basic items can be brought in 
during the month of April.   

For Mum:  

• Face cloths  
• Toothpaste & single packed 

toothbrush  

• Hand soap  

• Shower gel & shampoo  

• Maternity & Sanitary Pads  

• Breast Pads  
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Silver 
Reminds me that God is the refiner 

and purifier of silver. 
(Malachi 3:3) 

A Plaster 
Reminds me that God is the Great 
Physician who heals my wounds. 

(Psalm 147:3) 

A Button 
Reminds me that Christ has 

fastened me to himself. 
(Galatians 2:20) 

A Safety Pin 
Reminds me that God holds 

everything together. 
(Colossians 1:17) 

A Toothpick 
Reminds me to pick out the good 

in others 
(Matthew 5:16) 

 A Match 
To remind me to be a light burning 

bright for Christ. 
(1 John 1:7) 

Eraser 
Reminds me that Christ has erased 

all our mistakes. 
(Matthew 26:28) 

A Puzzle Piece 
Reminds me I am a piece of God’s 

complete picture. 
 

    (1 Corinthians 12:27) 

A Crossword 
Reminds me that Jesus is the 

solution. 
 

(John 16: 33) 

A Coin 
Reminds me that Jesus paid the 

price for my salvation. 
 

(Romans 5: 8) 

A Page 
To remind me that my name is 
written in God’s book of life. 

 
(Revelations 13: 8) 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 
 

 

  

  

A Rope 
Reminds me that I used to be a slave 

to my sins. 
(Romans 6:6) 
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Books of the Bible  
Brain Teaser 

 

Can you find 30 books of the Bible in the following 
paragraph?  

 

There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them? 
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an 
airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping 
him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some 
friends. One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his 
john boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine 
Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her 
weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this 
puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will 
be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people, 
however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book 
names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, 
we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some 
of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is 
responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this 
paragraph. During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, 
the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local 
paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this 
puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel 
Humana humbly puts it, "The books are all right here in plain view 
hidden from sight." Those able to find all of them will hear great 
lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may 
help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their 
numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle 
are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against 
those who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a 
mad exodus. There really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in 
this paragraph waiting to be found. God Bless. 
 

(Answers on Page 39) 

Question: Where in the Bible does it say that men do the dishes? 
Answer:  2 Kings 21:13  "...and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth 
  a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down to dry."  
 

Question: Why was everyone in Biblical times so poor? 
Answer:    Because there was only one Job!  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiS-5TGycTeAhWKB8AKHUNWCpUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bmstores.co.uk%2Fproducts%2Fambrosia-devon-custard-400g-108868&psig=AOvVaw1E-r3CBnug9aVLqosdTlxu&ust
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Mothers’ Union 
Above:  Valerie Christy from Christ Church Mothers’ Union 
delivered baby blankets in January to Baby Basics.  
 

Below:  Valerie also delivered 50 Sponge Bags to the Lagan Valley 
Hospital in January. 
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Update on Youth:   
Jam Group 

 
How do you feel?  I think most of us are tired and probably more than 
a bit fed up of lockdown. Perhaps even unsettled, or maybe anxious 
about the future? Perhaps, like the roll of a dice, you don’t know 
what’s coming next. Maybe you’re even feeling a bit like that dice... 
shaken. However, “shaken” we are, we know that there are usually 
certain little things we can do to help us cope. Yet some of these 
“coping mechanisms” will work better for us than others will, 
depending on the situation. And each of us will have different coping 
mechanisms that work for us. On top of all this, there are probably 
things that used to work for us that don’t help us anymore, or vice 
versa. Furthermore, just like the food we eat, some coping mechanisms 
are actually “unhealthy” and can lead to the formation of bad habits… 
 
During Lent some of our young people in our JAM group have been 
meeting together on Zoom video calls to explore which healthy coping 
mechanisms work best for them using a resource booklet called 
Shaken. Our Diocesan Youth Officer, Christina Baillie, helped co-
write this resource, and she has been helping to facilitate our 
discussions together. The resource has sections on the value of talking 
to others, listening, and spotting feelings. It then provides 20 different 
healthy coping mechanisms along with a 20-sided dice. The idea is 
that it works a bit like a game: the young people roll the dice to decide 
which healthy coping mechanism to try out next. After testing it, they 
review it, reflect and come back and share their thoughts with others in 
the group. Encouraging the young people to review each strategy 
recognises that each young person is unique and will have their own 
ways of coping well. One remarkable thing about this resource is the 
timing. It was written before Covid-19 and made available just a few 
months before the pandemic struck. It is certainly proving to be really 
helpful in giving our young people some really practical ideas for 
living well during lockdown. 
 
Do continue to pray for our young people as they return to school in 
the coming weeks after Easter, particularly with their school-work and 
teacher assessments, that they would have a God-given peace through 
all the uncertainties, and that they would be able to enjoy spending 
time with their friends again. 
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Christ Church 
decorated for 

Christmas 
Our church was decorated for Christmas 
by volunteers who shared their time and 
talents. Thank you to all who made 
beautiful flower arrangements and 
decorated the Church.  
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 (Christ Church decorated for Christmas 
continued) 



32 

 

I remember very clearly the very first time we decided to do  

“A Uganda Christmas tree”  

Our mission to raise £75,000 to help build a school in Uganda.  

It seemed such a big amount and one I had to admit I thought we 

would never see.  O ye of little faith.  

And now believe it or not, there are some of our fundraising events 

which have actually reached their 10th anniversary.  

Can you believe it?   That is the bauble appeal and the jam jars.  

Two very simple and practical things which continue to help St 

Apollo school flourish and succeed.  

We now have a Nursery block, Teachers’ accommodation and a 

school kitchen. The things we all take for granted.  

Our fundraising started way back in 2010. And on that very first 

year we actually didn't even make enough to cover the cost of the 

tree....  How things have changed.  

But over the past 10 years the tree itself hasn't grown but its 

popularity has.  

In 2010 we had 21 donations  

In 2020 we had over 60 donations 

So it has steadily increased every year.  

This year on our tenth anniversary, you, the church family, have 

raised the very generous sum of £550.  

 

The school keeps flourishing, although like everywhere, Covid has 

brought many restrictions.  

Having seen it at first hand, the money you have all donated through 

the many fundraisers the Uganda team have organised is worth 

much more to the community and the school attached to St Apollo. 

The people of St Apollo see the Christ Church family as an answer 

to prayer.  

So all you folk who save their loose change in jars and leave in the 

church porch, we are very grateful, it certainly all adds up. 

Even down to buying the knitted dishcloths which raised over £400 

this year. 
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The Uganda ladies make and use a liquid soap for everything. No 

fairy liquid or luxury shower gel there.  

The dish cloths which are now available in the church porch at £1 

minimum can be used like the Ugandan soap for everything. I even 

know of newbie mums purchasing for the new-borns.  

Brilliant as face, body, household or cleaning (Not the same one 

mind you!)  

Contact Iris or Bev if you're interested.  

So all you dish washers , loose change collectors and Christmas 

message people, indeed anyone who gives in any way at all, Happy 

New Year.  

 

Thankyou from Team Uganda  

You have no idea of the difference you make.  

(continued from previous page) 

 

 
Jesus came to earth, 

To show us how to live, 
How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 
 

Then He set about His work, 
That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on 
Himself; 

He made us clean and new. 
 

He could have saved Himself, 
Calling angels from above, 

But He chose to pay our price for 
sin; 

He paid it out of love. 
 
 

Our Lord died on Good Friday, 
But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter morn 
That fills our hearts with joy. 

 
Now we know our earthly death, 

Like His, is just a rest. 
We'll be forever with Him 

In heaven, where life is best. 
 

So we live our lives for Jesus, 
Think of Him in all we do. 

Thank you Saviour; Thank you 
Lord. 

Help us love like you! 
  

 Joanna Fuchs 

Easter Joy 
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George William and Zeridah, the first two on the left of the photograph 
along with three other Ordinands on the right of the photograph were 
ordained as Deacons on Saturday, 12th December 2020 at St. Mark's 

Cathedral, Luweero. 
Christ Church Parish sponsored George William and Zeridah’s seminary 

studies. 

Ordinations in Luwero 

Without Easter 
Without Easter,  

there would be no hope of heaven. 
Without the hope of heaven,  

there would be no repentance, 
no personal transformation,  
no attempt to follow biblical 

principles. 
Without Easter,  

the world would be in chaos  
and darkness. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection 
means we can be reborn, 
to live better, to do better, 

to shine light into the shadows. 
Hallelujah! 

Happy, Happy Easter.  
 
 
By Joanna Fuchs 
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Standing Order Mandate Form 
overleaf 

 for 

Freewill Offering 
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Standing Order Mandate Form 
overleaf 

 for 

Tower Repair Fund 
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Morning Prayer Daily App 

Download the following Daily Worship App on your phone or iPad 

www.ireland.anglican.org/prayer-worship/lectionary/daily-prayer/daily-prayer-app 

Books of the Bible  
Brain Teaser 

30 Hidden Bible Book Names: The solution 

 
Here is the solution to the paragraph with the Bible book names. As you 

can see, the Bible book names are in bold print. 
 

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an 
airplane seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping 
him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some 
friends...One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from 
his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing his banjo, Elaine 
Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her 
weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this 
puzzle so involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will 
be some names that are really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people, 
however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book 
names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, 
we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some 
of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes 
is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this 
paragraph. During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, 
the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new record. The local paper, 
The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this puzzle 
was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana 
humbly puts it, "The books are all right here in plain view hidden from 
sight." Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from 
those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books 
like Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep 
in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper 
attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to 
know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus. There 
really are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph 
waiting to be found.  God Bless.  
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Note From The Editor 

All material for the July/August issue MUST be in the  
Parish Office by  

Monday, 14th June 2021 

Sunday School (KLIC) 
2nd Sunday Attend All Age Service     
1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday 10.15 am   

 

Cancelled until further notice.   
 

Junior Church operates during Morning Worship for all primary aged 
children. 

Parish Office  

Opening Hours 
 

Mon - Wed 9.00 am - 3.00 pm 
Thurs - Fri Closed 

Church Panel 

Safeguarding Trust 
 
 

Archdeacon 
Paul Dundas    Tel 92 662163 
Robin Smythe  Tel 92 664883     
Beverley Ringland   Tel 92 638252 

Christ Church Sunday Services 

1st Sunday 8.30 am 

2nd Sunday 11.30 am 

4th Sunday 6.30 pm 

Holy Communion Morning Prayer 
11.30 am 

 
 

Evening Prayer 
6.30 pm 

All Age Worship  
2nd Sunday   10.15 am 

Cancelled until further notice but see page 2 for 

arrangements 
 

Marriage & Holy Baptism  
By arrangement with the Rector 
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Flower Rota 
04 Apr Vacant 
11 Apr Vacant 
18 Apr Rosalynd Anderson 
25 Apr Vacant 
02 May Vacant 
09 May Karen McKenna 
16 May Vacant 
23 May Vacant 
30 May Vacant 
06 Jun Vacant 
13 Jun Vacant 
20 Jun Vacant 
27 Jun Vacant 
 

Please add your name beside your chosen date(s) on the  
Flower Rota in the main church porch.   
Alternatively email the Parish Office. 

 
 

Welcoming Rota 
Parishioners will be contacted 

Sunday Car Park Rota 
Cancelled until further notice 

Sunday Coffee Rota 
Cancelled until further notice 

Junior Church Rota 
Cancelled until further notice 

Tuesday Coffee Rota 
Cancelled until further notice 

Simon Community Rota 
If you can provide pizzas, please deliver them to the Simon Community whenever it 

is suitable to you.   
You can provide soup instead. 

Save Used Stamps 
Just a reminder that Christ Church continue to collect used 
stamps for The Leprosy Mission NI.   These can be left in 

the main church porch or the Parish Office. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjyq7y6ku_cAhVR1hoKHY-9AHkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpixers.se%2Ffototapeter%2Fcaffe-i-tazzina-astratto-abstrakt-kopp-kaffe-vektor-25673970&psig=AOvVaw13-Ueb
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiJj-6bq9fhAhXI4IUKHYRgAYYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F375628425154952893%2F&psig=AOvVaw34gi9V9Vxr4yjll7XFP-ZV&ust=1555597706533277
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WEDNESDAY                     
Tots Together  (Parent and Toddler Group) 10 am - 12 noon 
   Mrs Sylvia Eskins                   Tel: 9267 0524   
 

Craft Club                        10.30 am - 12.30 pm 
 

Prayer Fellowship   Mr Wesley Dickinson                7.30 pm 
                         Tel: 07918672467 or 9262 2021  
Missionary Prayer Fellowship               
   Mr Wesley Dickinson        Tel: 9262 2021  
             (4th Wednesday Monthly)        7.30 pm 
 
  

SUNDAY 
Sunday School Mrs Bertha Thompson 
   c/o Parish Office                   Tel: 9267 3271 
   2nd Sunday - Church Service      10.15 am 
   1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sunday in Halls    10.15 am 
   
Youth Fellowship    
 Fortnightly  (Year 8 and upwards)  7.30 pm - 9.00 pm 

MONDAY 
Indoor Bowls           7.30 pm 

 
Guides    Mrs Elisabeth Dougherty     Tel: 9267 3271 
Senior Section (10-15 years)        7.30 pm 

 
Rainbow Guides c/o Parish Office      Tel: 9267 3271 
   (4 - 7 years)          6.30 pm – 7.30 pm 

  

TUESDAY 
Badminton           Mr Garth Anderson                       7.30 pm 
        Tel: 9243  8971 

 
Teaching Series Archdeacon Paul Dundas              7.30 pm 

  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjpgMq4irjdAhVFzRoKHY53CL4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fsunday-school-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1NEs90cLIOMHAgV6-u5RsT&ust=1536931540867050
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjs6t-E6vneAhUOYxoKHRF-DmcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gograph.com%2Fvector-clip-art%2Fpraying-hands.html&psig=AOvVaw0dHGHI2j1lyYCe9qPzhhkF&ust=15435886659
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjs6t-E6vneAhUOYxoKHRF-DmcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gograph.com%2Fvector-clip-art%2Fpraying-hands.html&psig=AOvVaw0dHGHI2j1lyYCe9qPzhhkF&ust=15435886659
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 WEDNESDAY  - continued 
Brownies Miss Heather Boyd                      Tel:  9267 3271              
     (7-10 years)               6.30 pm   
Girls Friendly Society   
  Mrs Beryl Thompson              Tel:  07761824932 
  Teddy Bears  3–5  years       6.45 pm 
  Candidates  5–7 years     6.45 pm 
  Junior Members  7–11 years      6.45 pm 
  Members  11–15 years              8.00 pm 
Walking Group 
  Mr & Mrs David Henry             Tel:  9266 6223 
             Tel:  07712839625    
  (Meet at Bodean’s at the Omniplex for a  
  walk and a coffee)       7.00 pm 

THURSDAY            
The Ladybirds (Women’s Bible Study Group) 
 (1st & 3rd Thursday monthly)           10.00 am 
Acorn Club (2nd Thursday monthly)         2.30 pm 
                     Mrs Margaret Little                    Tel: 9267 1119 
            

CLB             Mr Tommy Ringland                  Tel:  9263 8252 
  (4 - 11 years)           6.45 pm 
 

Choir        7.30 pm            
  Mrs Gwen Gibson    Tel:  9260 1625 
 

Rooted (Young Adult Group) Fortnightly  
  Rev Derek Harrington        Tel: 07729341589 

FRIDAY 
Mothers’ Union  Mrs  Nola Dundas             Tel: 9266 2163 
           Mrs Valerie Christy    Tel: 9268 3590  
           (2nd Friday Monthly) 
 
Youth Club  Mr Philip Doran                Tel: 9262 2056    

 

SATURDAY 
 
Hill Walking Club                
    (2nd Saturday Monthly) 
 

 CLUB 
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. 
 
 

Wendy Gibson 
R.A.D. Teaching Certificate and 
Fully Registered R.A.D. Teacher 

 

*   Classical Ballet Training  
 from 4 years of age. 
* Pupils entered for Royal 
 Academy of Dancing  
 Examinations. 
* Classes held on Monday and 
      Friday afternoons in Christ 
 Church Hall, Lisburn. 
 

For more details contact  
028 92 629258 

David Ferguson 
 

Self Employed  

Painter and Decorator  
 

30 Years Experience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

10 Ravarnet Walk, Lisburn 

County Antrim, BT28 1NG 
 

Telephone: (M)  0790 1988 776 

 

Janard Hair 
Established  1987 

Wigs & Hair Pieces 
 

 Fully Qualified Professional Service 

 Sensitive Consultation 

 Private Appointments 

 Excellent Quality 

 Discretion Guaranteed 

 
Contact Janice confidentially  

on 07753  825  210 

No obligation 

Aiming to make 
your new hair the 

best it can 
possibly be! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiP1dPXvOjgAhUOmRoKHYeOADwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hair-professional.co.uk%2Fmy-new-hair%2F&psig=AOvVaw0eV4-_emJuRFYmSM2P_fqf&ust=1551788126336473
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwift4HgiuvgAhUBuRoKHejuCiIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.es%2Fpin%2F356558495494836497%2F&psig=AOvVaw0x7EMPRp7LthKbIfSBsqq0&ust=1551878011612973
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwift4HgiuvgAhUBuRoKHejuCiIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.es%2Fpin%2F356558495494836497%2F&psig=AOvVaw0x7EMPRp7LthKbIfSBsqq0&ust=1551878011612973
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Bobby Morrison 
Funeral Directors 

2 Manor Drive, 

Lisburn, BT28 1JH 
 

Telephone:  
028  9267  4292 or 028  9266  0262 

Email: info@bobbymorrison.co.uk 

Website: www.bobbymorrison.co.uk 
 

“Independent family run business” 

 
 Perfect 

Choice  

Funeral 

Plans 

Memorial  

Masons 
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Prestige Shoe Repairs 
&  

Key Cutting 
5 Bon Accord Terrace, Smithfield 

Street, Lisburn 
(Tel: 02892 603 055) 

 High Class Boot & Shoe  
 Repairs 
 Leather Goods Repairs 
 Orthopaedic Repairs 
 Key  
 Cutting 
 Service 

 

 
 

Mark Hendron Memorials 
 

(formerly of Bobby Morrison Memorials, Lisburn) 
 

  Garden Services 

•Landscaping     •Patios     •Fencing  
•Grass Cutting      •Planting  

•Hedge Cutting   •Power Washing  
•Tree Pruning    •Drainage Work 

•Moss taken off roofs   
•Guttering cleaned out 

 
 

Memorial Care 
Services 

Unable to look after a loved ones Grave? 
We offer a Quality Personal Service to 

care for and tend Headstones, 
 Surrounds etc. 

 

All work carried out Expertly 
 

For further details  
telephone Rodney Toland  

on 
07753 357172 or 028 9258 7234 

55 Belsize Road, Lisburn 
 

 New Headstones  
 Additional Inscriptions  
 Flower Vases  
 Chippings  
 Refurbishments  
 Free Quotations 

 

 

 

Unit 39 Lisburn Enterprise Centre,  
Enterprise Crescent, Ballinderry  
Road, Lisburn, BT28 2BP 
 

Telephone: 077 3862 9783 

markhendronmemorials@gmail.com 
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WHO'S WHO IN CHRIST CHURCH 
 

PARISH STAFF 
 

RECTOR 

The Venerable Paul Dundas,  
Archdeacon of Dalriada 

Christ Church Rectory, 27 Hillsborough Road, Lisburn, BT28 1JL 

Telephone Number:  92 662163 
Mobile Number:  07740589465 

Email address:   paul_dundas@yahoo.com 
 

Curate:  Rev Derek Harrington   Tel: 07729341589 
    
          Senior Minister:  Rev John Pickering             Tel: 07752339558 
  
 Parish Reader:  Tim Littler     Tel: 07803038068 
 
   

CHURCH WARDENS 

Janice Thompson,  People's  Church Warden Tel: 07753825210 
Noel Cummings,  Rector’s Church Warden Tel: 07850653609   

                            
   

  HONORARY SECRETARY         HONORARY TREASURER 
                     Garth Anderson        Jonathan Leathem 
                   Tel:  07719724079         Tel:  07715074545      
 
 

ORGANIST 
Ross Morrow 

Tel:  07788746992 or 028 9268 9468 
                         

        
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parish Office Email Address:  iris.murphy@btconnect.com 
 

Christ Church Website Address:  www.christchurchlisburn.co.uk 
 

SEXTON 
Neil Ritchie 

Tel:  07907357666   

PARISH OFFICE 
Iris Murphy 

Tel: 9267 3271   


